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| LENCIE FRED ASSISTANT REF PICTURE 


@itor Bob Brooks went ‘over 
Biss top’ in a tackle and 
sustained a broken arm 
immediately following the January 
7 edition of australian and 
British Soccer Weekly. 
Red blood was spilt 
were shown after the 
incident. Fortunately, 

ce was allowed on the 

the intrepid Editor 

to hospital. The arrival at one 
of Sydney’s premier hospitals, 
of the ‘colourful media 

the place abuzz 
Despite the seriousness of the 
situation, and the large media 
contingent, our brave Editor 
| remained calm and composed as 
| preparations were made to call 


and yellow 


Surgeons from thelr slumber to 
atttend to the flamboyant end 
theatrical striker’s broken right 


Just. six 
the halloved halls, 

media mogul, with the movi 

good locks, comfortakly 
ensconed in ninth flcor 


one issue, 
the brave Captain of the ship is 
now back on board, although 
operating at a reduced power, 
with tongue firmly in cheek. 
Editorials will resume from the 
potent pen of the mighty man as 
soon as the nursing staff have] 
completed their arduous task! ! 


d Star from Vanuatu 


BO 


his week we feature Lencie Fred from 
Vanuatu in colour on page 12. Some 

knowledgeable readers will be aware that 

this interesting man is an Assistant Referee. 

What is probably less well known is that he 
is World class at running the line on th 
international Soccer scene. Soccer Australia is 
charged with the task of developing Referees, 
and their Assistants on behalf of the Oceania 
Confederation. 

One of the people spotted and given 
specialised coaching by Garry Power from SA 
was this tall, amiable man from the former joint 
French and English colony. Vanuatu is a small 
island nation off the north east coast of 


3 BROO 


‘Australia. 

In 1996 Fred was chosen as part of the panel 
of Assistant Referees at the Atlanta Olympics. 
Efdie Lennie, from Australia, travelled to the 
USA as one of the Referees, The Vanviatuan’s 
dream was realised when he was chosea for 
three lines at the Men's Tournament. 

The ultimate accolade was accorded Lencie 


officials at the Men's Olympic Final between 
‘Nigeria and Brazil. 

These achievements by this man from 2 
reitiote comer of the earth just emphasise what 
is possible in the World Game if a person has 
tte ability, ambition, drive and encouragement. 


British papers 


report on Australia 


By BON WOOLFORD of AAP © 


intil now, the British name is regarded as quain 
press ' covered 
Australian soccer 


inverted commas). 


with about the enthusiasm it several reports acknowledged 
brings to Patagonian that the leam against New 
marbles. But many of Zealand, being without any of 
Sunday's papers had — the European-based players, 
substantial reports on — was virtually a second X1. 

Australia’s 1-0 win over * *Socczro0s" in lacklustre 
New Zealand in Melbourne, start to Venables’ reign Down 


The reason of course is 
Terry Venables. There 
remains a sense of disbelief 
that one of Britain’s great 
players, coaches and 
characters, the man who took 
England so close in last year’s 
European championship, 
would become involved with 
a team of no-names in a 
country with no pedigree, 

One also. senses a 
positioning by a press which 
knows patriotism doesn’t hurt 
sales, that in the event of 
Venables getting Australia to 
the World Cup finals, it will 
proclaim it as an English 
triumph. 

In the meantime, there’s 
clearly doubt about the quality 
of the “Socceroos” (the very 


comparisons ended. 


supporters, 


It said 


and usually enclosed in 
However 


Under’ was the headlines over 
a Sunday Times report that 
recalled Venables had also 
started his England coaching 
career with a 1-0 win, But 
that, it said, was where the 


While Venables’ England 
reign began of a wave of 
optimism in front of 71,970 at 
Wembley by beating then 
European champion Denmark, 
his new charges gave a 
lacklustre display for 10,494 


The Mail on Sunday also 
‘went in for comparisons in a 
report headlined “A whole 
new ball game for Venables", 
fenables’ winning 
return was in circumstances 
markedly different from his 


a 


a 


last appearance, 

“Instead of the capacity 
| Wembley crowds at Euro%, 

just 10,000 watched the start 
of the Venables era in 
Australia. At one comer of the 
modest ground, youngsters 
kicked a football around a 
grass bank that divided two 
terraces.” 

The Independent on 
Sunday had no doubt who 
should receive the credit for 
the win, Tis report started 

“Terry Venables yesterday 
won his opening match in 
charge of the Australian 
soccer teain..” The headline 


was “Aussie show on road for 
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El Pom.” The pape 
Australia has received 
Venables with “almost 


a 


Sponsor of ABSW 
Player of the Year 


Tarry Venabies: Still big news th England. 


‘messianic enthusiasm”. 

“In the first 15 minutes 
yesterday, when a quick and 
lively Australian side opened 
up like worldbeaters, scoring 
‘once from three or four good 
‘opportunities, it did seem that 
Venables might crown the 
night by walking across the 
water on the nearby Lake,” it 
continued. 

Not that coaching Australia 
is the only string to the bow of 
El Tel, as he became known 
when at Spanish club 
Barcelona. The Sunday 
Telegraph said he'd 
completed a deal with the 
British sports leisurewear 
company Hay and Roberson 
The company will produce a 
range of clothing under the El 
Tel brandname and market it 
througii some of Britain's 
major department store 
chains, 

Venables has been paid 
only @ nominal sum at this 
stage, but will receive 
royalties for everything sold 
under his insignia, 
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IN AUSTRALIANS 


jerry Venables wasted 

little time in getting 

the Australian squad 
back on the training pitch, 
despite a couple of setbacks 
to two of his key players 
following Australia’s 1-0 win 
over New Zealand in the 
Optus World Soccer Series 
tournament last Saturday 
night in Melbourne. 

Last Sunday the squad flew 
straight to Brisbane, minus 
Aytec Gene, to prepare for 
the Round 2 match of the 
Tournament against South 
Korea tomorrow (Wednesday) 
night at Suncorp Stadium. 

On arrival just after 2pm, 
and despite some light 
rain, Venables soon had the 
Australian squad straight out 
on the wet surface at the 
Queensland Soccer 
Federation's headquarters, 
Perry Park. 

The players that took 
thefield against the Kiwis on 
Saturday had a shorter and 
lighter session whilst 
Venables put the balance of 
the squad through a harder and 
Tonger period. 

Attacking left midfielder 
Gene who broke down as 
early as the 11th minute, with 
a hamstring injury, dropped 
right out of the squad on 
Sunday while in Melbourne 
and flew straight back to 
Sydney to recuperate . 

South Melbourne’s steely 
left sided attacking defender, 
Fausto De Amicis was quickly 
drafted into the squad and 
travelled with them to 
Brisbane last Sunday as 
Gene’s replacement. 

Australia’s new captain and 
central marker Alex Tobin, is 
causing Venables some 
concem. The Australian 
skipper sustained a nasty gash 


Fausto De Amlcis: Drafted into Australia's squad. 


over his eyelid, and not above 
his eyebrow as first reported, 
in the second half against New 
Zealand. 

Finally Australia’s World 
Cup stopper was forced to 
leave the pitch to be replaced 
by Marconi’s international 
marker, Dominic Longo. 

Tobin's wound required 
cight stitches over this most 
sensitive arca and he must be 
considered doubtful for 
tomorrow night's clash. 

Although stitched and 
bandaged up, Tobin trained 
freely with Australia last 
Sunday and in yesterday’s 
double sessions, but his 
obvious restricted ability for 
aerial combat has Venables 
presently little concerned. 

Should Tobin be 
considered a risk, Venables no 
doubt will start with Longo 
picking up one of the Korean 
strikers. 

Venables stated to ABSW 
last night “T will make up my 


‘Alex Tobin: Eight stitches on his eye-lid. 


mind at the end of our last 
training session prior to the 
atch. 


‘At this stage there are 
some chances that different 
players will be tried out.” 

When questioned about his 
thoughts on the South 
Koreans, the chirpy Londoner 
quickly bounced back with : 
“They are a completely 
different style to us. They may 
not be too pretty to watch, but 
they certainly know how to 
always be able to get some 
good results.” 

Australia in recent years 
has invariably experienced 
great difficulty against South 
Korean sides with their vastly 
contrasting style. 

Koreans, unlike any other 
Asians, have notoriously 
always been very tough and 
aggressive in the tackle, 
mobile, play a much shorter 
style than cither Australia or 
New Zealand, and are not too 
shy in courageously taking on 
players. 

Referee for this battle, 
Simon Micallef, will certainly 
be kept on his toes tomorrow 
night. 

The South Koreans’ totally 
contrasting style and 
technique will be a very 
valuable test for Australia. 

One thing is almost certain, 

The studious Korean coach, 
Cha Bum Kun will wisely 
instruct his players not to 
embark in pumping a series of 
Tong and high crosses from the 
flanks into Australia’s box. 

This tactic, repeatedly 
executed last Saturday by the 
Kiwis against Australia, 
proved inevitably to be an 
excercise in total futilty. 

The Kiwis did it all night 
last Saturday but to no avail. 

Australia's towering 
goalkeeper Zeljko Kalac, was 
magnificent. 

‘Most pleasingly back to his 
very best form, ‘Big Zeljk’ 
had ‘the cigars out’, whilst 
grasping every single cross 
with such assurety, and such 
cease, in a superb display. 

Tn the early match 
tomorrow night, New Zealand 
meets Norway as both nations 
strive to open their account, 
with first points, in this 
tournament. 


This week, 
the most: exciting 
player in Australian 
Soccer will 
be on the bench. 


Can ‘Terry (Tel) Venables do for Australia what 
he did for England? 

Thats, to take us to the top of world soccer, and 
most importantly, to the 1998 World Cup. 

Well, this month is Terry's first chance to 
impress when he takes over as the coach of the 
Coca-Cola Socceroos. 

‘The Socceroos will be playing against South 
Korea, New Zealand and Norway in the Optus 
World Soccer Series. 

‘The second and third rounds of the series will be 
in Brisbane at the Suncorp Stadiufn on January 22nd 
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and athe Sydney Football Stadium on January 25th. 
Tickets are through Ticket World in Brisbane on 
131 931 and ticketek on 9266 4800 or at the gate, 
Games commence at 6pm. 
So, sit down (hopefully Terry will) and enjoy 
world class soccer excitement. 
And find out if our Tel is. a winner, 


cacz ® 


‘The Optus World Soccer Series. 
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SOCCER SERIES 


tad By DWIGHT FUFFNELL = 


Australia 1 ‘when he'd scored. McClennan 
aaa ne 
effort saved by Kalac. 

N. Zealand O McClennan followed up 

Venables got off Kalac's save but with an 
to a winning start as empty net staring him in the 
‘coach of the Socceroos wide. 


Debutant Zdrilic, the 
Ericsson Cup's leading Scorer, 
was off target again in the 
73rd minute when he shot 


home side downed New 
Zealand 1-0. A Matthew 
Bingley goal in the 24th 


imiatte was enongh to crack wide from Casserly’s cross. 
the tough Kiwis. Venables said after the 
Had Australia taken their game that the Aussies must 
chances though, they could get more ruthless in front of 
Ihave been four or five ahead goal. 
before Bingley’s strike. “Once we get in 2 
Only a conbinaton of poor SOCCER commanding poston lke we 
finishing and superb were, we've got to ram it 
as io AUSTRALIA Ts Area) 1% 
‘scoring fo a premium “We did well up until a 
where at one stage, it looked int, then we dropped off.” 
Tike the Socreroos might reach But Venables was “not 
figures. unhappy about —_ the 
Kris Trajanovski and performance” for his first 
ight hamstring injury to way “ 
‘Zelko Kaloc were the heres ayiek Gene, too, _ for Luke Casserly. ‘game in chargs. 


for the Aussies, whilst new 
skipper Alex Tobin had a 
game he would rather forget, 
culminating in a head wound 


succumbed to an injury. He Bingley joined in attacks on a skies lot of the 

lasted just twelve minutes numerous occasions and PlEVers, in the way we were 

before leaving with nearly scored in the third ae wT thought they 
minute aftr an interchange of A Kein Pret 


Paes With Tralanovst aig WS pleased with his side's 


Foster were then denied just Showing saying that all he 


two minutes later after Gene wants out of this series is to 
floated over a cross to the _ S&¢ Some improvement from 


: his players from their trip 10 

could ony head aginst he Mie Eas. 

nae Tfelt forthe bulk of the there's disappointment in 
Foster followed up on the 46 Our nares disciplined our dressing room, they know 

rebound, but from close range. _“hemselves well. they had an opportuni 


Batty’s reaction save pushed 
Foster's shot onto the 


crossbar, 

David Zdrilic was the next 
one guilty of wasting a 
glorious chance when he shot 
wide from a Trajanovski 
exons 

Australia’s three man front 
line pulled the Kiwi defence 
all over the place and they had 
Batty to thank after another 
great save from Trimboli 

The goal Australia had 
been waiting for finally 
arrived on 24 minutes, Kalac, 
largely a spectator up until 
this point, sent a perfect long 
throw to the feet of 
Trajanovski whose through 
ball released Bingley to round 
Batty and slot into the empty 


New: Zealand then dragged 
themselves back into the 
game, getting tighter at the 


“Kris Trajaribvak: Performed {superbly in is link man 


on his home ground, almost 
equalised shortly before half 
time, but Kalac saved well 
after the South Melbourne 
surker tured Tobin, 

{Also just before the break, 
experienced Kiwi striker 
Daren MoClennan had a tight 
offside decision go in his 
favour but Kalac again 
prevailed. 

Foster again, was ruling a 
missed opportunity when he 
missed the target completely 
from Bingley*s cross vith 
only Batty to beat. 

New Zealand's best chance. 
came in the 6th minute, Chris 
Jackson's through ball picked 
‘out McClennan who thea beat 

ene Tpeigea Mark Babic to find himself in Zeljko Kalac: Hero for the Aussies. 


; 3 Similar situation to Bingley 
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Koreans Looking| arrention 
Dangerous yARADARS 


Norway 0 
Sth Korea 1 THE CHANCE IS NOW OFFERED. 
outh Korea’s Ferelt TO GAIN A FREE SCHOLARSHIP IN THE, 
partaresate paras . yktand, OOTBALL ACADEMY OF EXCELLENCE 
. : TOTAL SOCCER EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM. 
signal to Austral ’ 
Santer rene COMMENCING ON FEBRUARY 17, 1997 
difficult opponent. South 85), FOR BOYS & GIRLS 8-17 YEARS OF AGE 
Korea displayed excellent h THE COACHING TECHNIQUES OF 
a ee : BRAZILIAN MAGIC WILL, BE REVEALED: 
opening game of the Four . Hyung, Moon Sik ALL STUDENTS ENROLLED BY. 
Nations Optus World Soccer (Jung Hwan 83), Sang FEBRUARY 10 WILL BE ELIGIBLE FOR 
Series at Bob Jane Stadium. Chul, Seok Ja tym THE FREE SCHOLARSHIP. 
bs, Koreans outplayed DON'T DELAY THE PROGRAM CATERS 
Wh el oe ae é, Hoon, Hyun S00. FOR ALL CATEGORIES OF PLAYERS 
eho i ETBAraLTn ESE : WHO WANT TO REACH THEIR FULL 
Intemational debut. POTENTIAL. 
Norway bad no system in . - Yellow Cards: me ‘ 7 
their play as they adopted the (ia nat Naw, Da Uot Wiss Out! 


Jong ball approach which 7 
made it easier for the South . ‘Young (56), Choi 
Korean defenders to win the ame Moon Sik (41). Yoom 
ball and skilfully play it Hwan (80). 

forward. 


limited Positious rtvaitatle 
CALL THE (FAE) ON: 


Ph: (0z) 9526 742 6-0r 


Norway had an opporrunity | : wnolly, 
hen Tor Anite fed a ser and rey Pur Fax: (02) 9526 7401 


cracking shot back to Stig . 5 ‘Crowd; 10,496. 
Johansen, but the midfielder 


put the ball over the crossbar ; = 
a Mark Read's D 

Norway had another f 
cpperualy teat ar ead s Varwin 
before the interval to find the All S 

back of the net with Havard rt 

retire rire ports 

for Johansen who put his shot 


wide, ~~ Sports betting on all major Aust. & International Sport 


to make amends, were ied on 


the right track by 26 year old aE Dah” tas Wi ee 1ST FEBRUARY 
Choi Moon-Sik who was man Ea Elta oT et Se 
Asian Cup new South Myung Bo said; ; 
bee CHA | ; Korean coach Cha Bum Kuen “As a leader it wes Brisbane to win Adelaide City to win 
a esermiaial oa have been ion about his teams important to win the first n 

toes ony ee Thug Tore favourable for Norway if display was that they (the game for our new coach, we 0-18 
elegant ball still” and Soglsh Prenier League based player) were veryimpesive played deer." 0-1.8/1 
Fieehttion and it tare ang players Rony Johnsen, Stig Bum Kuen was thankful that Use to the cold climate the 1-212 


surprise when be provided the [88¢Blomeby, Lars Bohnen, the players cleaned wp their Norwegian players looked 0-3 40/1 


: game, lethargic as they struggled to j 
ft the ening goal in “With a lot of training we comes to terms with the ie set 
Noon Sik ania tice will become the stronger Melbourne heat, “ 
bal a ee be rest outstanding pl team," he said. With only two training 0-4 100/1 
wwho fem into the ax yord ber Kotea Were midfielder Go Norway coach Egil Roger sessions during the week 1-4 80/1 | 
fo stake the ball pest Norway Joh Su and captain Hong Olsen praised the oppsition leading up othe ane 2-4 80/1 
ke ‘Myung Bo. sr the game, lorway left themselves 
re i eatin Nesuayeieienninnes CWareet t good teams tinued tiie te Renata Darwin All Sports is open for business every day for all your 


betting needs - not only worldwide soccer but the Test and One 
Day Cricket, Tennis, Superbowl playoffs and many other sports. 


Singles, h'cap betting and 
multiples always available 
If you're serious about soccer there's only one 


place to call for all the latest soccer betting 


All betting is tax free:— Bankcard, Mastercard & Visa 
Facilities Available yc For the latest odds check our 
Internet site: http://WWW.darwin-allsports.com.au 


For more information and to open your account:— 
Phone: 08 89 41 8330 
Fax: 08 89 41 8339 


You can e-mail us at support @darwin-allsports.com.au or 
Mail to P.O. Box 3325 Darwin, NT 0801, AUSTRALIA 


Licensed by the government of the Northern Territory, AUSTRALIA 


were defender Dan Eggen, strong in the air with good the Australian summer. 


sticks at Intemationdl level. striker Havard Flo and technique, I congratulale the 


Korean Supporters: As seen in Melbourne. 
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PUBLIC 
CHEATED! 


Dear Sir, 

“What a shame” not a 
game, that was Australia v 
New Zealand in all honesty. 
Do you honestly think the 
Socter public will pay good 
money to see Second Grade 
Reserves? When the qualifiers 
for the World Cup are played 
there will be only three of 
those players in the side, (By 
the way, don't the Socceroos 
know what offside is?) T 
wouldn't expect a big crowd 
in Brisbane for South Korea 
versus Australia, 

For the price of the game 


the public Mr Hill we don’t 
want to be paying off 
$450,000 for Terry Venables 
wages, I noticed that the 
Australian Soccer public 
wasn't given a chance to 
express itself on his 
appointment, and they’ are the 
ones who pay to watch 
Soccer. SBS telephone polls 
were well in the majority for a 
local coach at 1/3 of the price. 
It’s about time the public 
had its say, i's our game and 
a very expen 
to use the Coach as a 
Publicity Officer. Do you 
we should see all our Soccer honestly think that will 
stars that are playing overseas. translate into bums on the 
We want top Soccer games seats? 
not Clayton Soceer games Pierin Ravnik, 
because we pay top prices to Logantea, QLD, 
get them. Please don't cheat 


CATCH THE 


Dear Sir 

Here we go here we go 
Aussie soccer fans. I believe 
we are on the verge of 
something special, it’s 


and they are responsible for 
putting the fire into the belly 
of the team. 

We, as Aussie fans, need to 
be educated. Going to a 
starting here in the West and soccer match is like going toa 

it will grip the nation, The party; it needs everyone 
surf is up and it’s time to ride [pale if that does not 
the waves! ies the party will be a 

‘The greatest thing youse EXPRESS 
could do right now is to come YOUuRSELR! 
out and support your teams _In Europe the supporters 
and tll ll your fiends to join sing, in South America they 

is the wave we've beat drums. In Australia 
‘been waiting for. so let’s not — maybe we could do both! The 
miss the chance, important thing is create an 

It will carry us to the atmosphere of good vibrations 
World Cup for the first time and goodwill, with the game 
in twenty four years and from as the main attraction. 
there anything is possible. This is what we need from 
Come on Aussies, start all the teams and their 
getting excited; support your supporters. If the party is a 
Tocal team with a passion for good one they will come back 
they are representing you and for more, and they will bring 
your community, be proud of their friends with them too. 
them and help them to GO AUSSIES GO! 
succeed. Paul Bottari 
The supporters are the BALCATTA, WA. 
heart and soul of their team 


Letters to the Editor 


Have your say on any soccer issue in 
the world. Preference will be given 


to short letters. Include daytime 
phone number for verification. 


[Store letters of about 400 words will be given preference ia 


The opinions expressed on this page do not necessarly reflect those of this newspaper 


SUPER 


CLUBS 


answer David Wood's letter in the Jan. 14 
issue, He says that one club per city would 
create “Super Clubs” in Sydney and 
Melbourne. Well, so what? They kave super 
clubs in England and Italy, for example 
Manchester United, Liverpool, AC Milan and 


Juventus who are always super strong yet 
their neighbours still get good support , 

Mr Ward realises that the issue is that not 
enough of the Australian mainstream public 
follow the game, yet he still advocates an 
extra team for Sydney as well as Carlton in 
‘Melbourne. What is the logic in having 4 
teams each in Sydney and Melbourne if you 
only have 30 to 40 thousand ‘hardcore’ 
followers in each city at the moment? By 
‘splitting the support 4 or even 5 ways you 
reduce each team’s average to less than 10, 
000- per game, with a slight increase for local 
derbies. Is this what David Wood ast et 
Sydney and Melbourne, a situation that has 
been going on for 20 years now with no 
progress whatsoever? 

Then, you have the ludicrous situation of 
having the 2 strongest teams in Sydney based 
only 1.5 k apart.. (Perth Glory is showing the 
way af the moment with Brisbane not far 
behind). The day will come when both those 2 
teams in the west of Sydney will have to field 
‘one team in a national comp. and play out of 
Parramatta Stadium, or they will have to 
eventually drop back to state league. 


WHY NOT? 


I will concede however that if one team 


than two teams in either Sydney and 
Melbourne, 

So one final message to David Wood, 1 
would rather go to a game where its filed to 
capac withthe rod singing and mang 
the aimosphere electric than go to see a game 
with only 2 thousand or 5 at best. It? would be 
much better to have four or five national} 
‘games every weekend with 30 00 40 thousand] 
average, than to have 7 or 8 games with an 
pane of 0 Greet business of 

giving more opportu 
ous top foal son increases mediocrity. 

Tcan see a major professional tonal 
ec » including New Zealand, being 

up of 101 Hy, teams in 5-10 year's 

time. I propose the, 
I, Sydney 2, Melbourne 3,Brisbane 4, 
Adelaide 5, Perth 6,Auckland 7,Townsville 
8Newcastle 9, Wollongong or Canberra and} 
10, Wellington or Christchurch. 

‘That is all that is needed to start with for 
the fiest 4 years or $ years until you add an 
extra 2 teams, one each for Sydney and} 
Melbourne, 


Dominic Scullino 
HELENSVALE, OLD. 


Dear Sir, 

At a press conference OZ TEL has 
declared that Australian Soccer (player 
wise) is much more advanced than 
the USA was prior tu the 
World Cup USA 94. For 
the benefit of OZ TEL, 
and anybody else, I 
have been express 
ing these thoughts 
and more at no 
cost fo anyone, 
for ages. 

Encouraging 
as this situation 
is, the teal 
probiem ties 
with the politics 
of FIFA, which 
usually disadvant- 
ages Australian soccer 
while going out of their 
way to favour countries like 
the USA and South Africa, just 
to name a few. CONCACAF, which 
consists of the North and Central America, 
Mexico, Cuba and various islands and a 
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ragtag collection of Central American 
countries have been awarded THREE places 
at France ‘98, yet the OCEANIA 


conferderation,according to FIFA, 
is not even worth ONE place 
at France “98, The upshot 
of this strange decision 
is that MEXICO and 
the USA are almost 
certain to qualify 
for France while 
Australia has to 
do it the hard 
way, via Asia, 
no certainty 
even though task 
is achievable 
If OZ TEL 
Reeds more en- 
fightenment on the 
Situation he can 
contact .me, time 
permitting, so we can work 
out nga motually!! 
R. Mellor 


BONDI, NSW. 


PARRAMATTA CITY 
SPORTING CLUB INC 


YOUTH LEAGUE 


” REQUIRE PLAYERS FOR 
TRAINING/TRIALS 
U/iOs 

[;UESDAYS AND THURSDAYS 


SOCCER CLUB 


P.O. BOX 579 THOMASTOWN 3074 


COACHES WANTED 
FOR SENIOR 
PROVISIONAL @ 
JUNIORS 


Contact:— 


(& ABSW 
eee 


Oceania Foothaller of the Year 


Bx. TED SIMMONS: 


oceeroo sweeper Paul 

Okon bas becomethe 

fourth Australian to 
win the Oceania Footballer 
of the Year award. 

The 25 year old graduate 
from Sydney national league 
club Marconi polled 94 votes 
to beat 1994 winner Christian 
Kerembeu of New Caledonia 
(86) followed by Australian 
Stan Lazaridis (40) and 
Soloman Islands striker 
Batram Suri (36). ABSW 
were one of the media 
representatives who voted in 


“To win the award as the 
top Oceania player for 1996 is 
a great honour and means 
people have seen me play and 
recognised my efforts,” said 
Okon, who is currently with 
Italian Serie A club Lazio, His 
parents and brother, Klaus are 
all living in Rome with him 
which he says has helped him 
settle in Italy. 

“Looking to the future, my 
only thought for the World 
Cup is that Australia will 
definitely be playing in France 
next year in the finals and it 
will be host for the 2000 
Olympic Games. It's a 
realistic ambition of mine to 
be able to play in both.” 

Okon made his first 
appearance in the Oceania poll 
in 1994 when he finished sixth 
(30 votes) behind Aurelio 
‘Vidmar and in 1995 was third 
with 57 votes behind 
Kerembeu and Socceroo 
keeper Mark Bosnich. 

His first taste of fame came 
with Marconi when he was 
named Australian Under 21 
Player of the Year for the 
1989 and 1990 seasons. He 
captained the Australian 
Young Socceroos when they 
finished fourth in the 1991 
World Youth Championship 
in Portugal and was a member 
of the Australian Olympic 
iam in their fourth placing at 
the 1992 Barcelona Olympic 
Games. 

European scouts were 
quick to approach the talented 
young Australian and he 
signed for Club Brugge in 
Belgium for the then 
(Australian) record transfer 
fee of $300,000, In his five 
years in Belgium, he helped 
the club win the national 
championship, was named 
Belgium’s besi player last 
season and attracted an $8 
million transfer offer from 
Germany. 

‘Okon retumed to Australia 
for the internationals against 
Ghana 18 months ago and 
gave an outstanding 
performance for coach Eddie 
‘Thomson. 

“Thomson has brought 
success and recognition for 
Australia at international level 
and got us so close to 
Atlanta,” he said. “It will be 
difficult for anyone following 
him but Terry Venables has 
been a coach for 20 years and 
has a lot of experience. 

“We mostly lack 
international matches and 
Venables is perfect to attract 
those games for the 
Socceroos.” 

Okon has already achieved 
two of his dreams, to play in 
Europe and to play in Italy, 
but still has the World Cup 
finals and a major title as high 
priorities. 

“To be in a winning team in 
Ttaly’s Serie A would be a 
great achievement and with 
‘the Socceroos, the only level 


SOCCER 
CLUB 


WILL FIELD TEAMS IN THE 
NSW FEDERATION 


DIVISION 5, SEASON 1997 
MR STEEN JENJSEN 
(FORMERLY SYDNEY OLYMPIC etc.) 
HAS BEEN APPOINTED 
HEAD COACH 
TRIALS WILL BE HELD EVERY 


= TUESDAY & THURSDAY EVENING AT:— 
Paul Okon: Oceania's top footballer making a name for himself in ltaly's Serie A. 6.00 PM & SUNDAY MORNING 


to play is the World Cup. AT:—9.00 AM 
They le lag T can prove ALL WELCOME FOR THOSE INTERESTED PLEASE CALL:— 
myself” be sai 

Daeeniac: cc redteaticn EMMANUEL LIVANOS: 95699977 


president Charles Dempsey | Mf PETER GEORGoupIs: 0412047421 
and Soccer Australia chairman 


David Hill welcomed the 
selection of Okon 
“The: award has produced a 


noe! DULWICH HILL 
«~,€, | SOCCER CLUB 


Dey oe ania 
Ae NSW STATE LEAGUE DIVISION 2 


who has been such a success REQUIRE PLAYERS FOR 
in Europe. 

“Paul hes shown what can ist Grade 
be achieved through hard Under 21s 


work and dedication and it is 

pleasing to see Australians Under 18s 
maintain their bigh place in 
the rankings,” he said, 

Okon was honoured with 
the award at 2 gala television 
spectacular at Munich, 
Germany last night. The 
ceremony also presented 
prariite Aniican Kinks at FURTHER DETAILS CONTACT 
1996 goalkeeper of the year as MICHAEL 
well as the referee of the year 


plus the keeper and referee of 0412 076 212 


poe ALSO REQUIRE JUNIORS 

Under 12 Under 14 

Under 13 Under 15 
Under 16 


AT CLUB & NATIONAL LEVEL SEEKS 
PROGRESSIVE CLUB FOR FULL TIME POSITION 
Coutact-: 


S.T. McRAYE 
C/- Alsam Park Thoroughbred Stud, 
Moppity Road, Young, NSW 2594 
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OPTUS SERIES NOT TOP 
PRIORITY — VENABLES 


‘ew Socceroo coach Terry 
Venables denied that 
winning the Optus World 
Soccer Series was his mai 
objective on arrival at 
Mel is Monday, 

“J would love to win this series, if 
it’s possible, but that’s not the: 
priority really. The priority Pa (i 
is to assess the players 

his 


many things quickly would be unfair. 

‘The players have been impressed wi 

his training methods and are enjoying 

the sessions and are enjoying getting 10 
know what Venables is all about. 

“He's trying to implement a few basic 

things and is trying to let things run 

smoothly,” said Collingwood 

Warriors midfielder Ernie 

Tapai, "He is not going to 

change things dramatically 

give us another 

dimension and try to 

‘work on a few other 


aspects as we get 10 
know each other 
better.” 


joach Keith Pritchett is 
joking forward to 
matching wits with Terry 
Venables, who was captain 
at OPR when Pritchett was 
at the same club in the 
reserves. The Glasgow born 
Pritchett also played for 
Brentford, Watford and 


because the ultimate 
target isthe 
qualification for the , f 
World’Cup," said | 
Venables. 

“The possi- 
bility of getting 
to the World Cup 
thrills me no end and 
that's what I'm 
looking to do.” 

Venables, since 
arriving in Australia 
earlier this month has 
rn the rule over several 
players in the Ericsson 
Cup and he has liked what 
he has seen. 

“From the players we 
have in the squad, I was 
very pleased, very optimistic 
with what I've seen." He was 
certainly enthusiastic at the first real . 
training session the following day at Venables also confirmed 
the home of Bulleen Inter. another game for the Socceroos at 

“That's what I enjoy the most, a press conference on 
working with the players,” said Wednesday, They will travel to 
Venables. Budapest to take on Hungary on 

The training sessions caused an ‘April 2 It will give him a chance 
enormous amount of public interest. to look at the European based 
Numbers were huge at the first Socceroos a bit more closely 
morning session, especially the press although he says he has seen 
contingent. Channels 7, 9, 10, ABC and most every player playing in 
SBS all had camera crews and reporters 
there and even the BBC from London, have 
sent out television and radio people to 
cover the series, such is the interest. 

Venables insists that he won't be 
changing the Socceroo style 
drastically, but will introduce a 
few different things along the 


way. 
“There's lot of things I'd like to 
do but to ask the players to do too 


Waitakere City for three 
years as player coach. 

He has had just eight 
games in charge of the 
national squad and is relishing 
the prospect of facing up 
against Australia, South 
Korea and Norway. 

“It's a learning curve for 
‘me and the players", said 
Pritchett. “I've been in the job 
for almost a year now and 
T’ve always said we want 
strong opposition, 

“We couldn’t get anything 


Socceroo 
Alex 


players are 
quickly getting 
used to the new 
coach's 
methods. 


“Every 
session we have 

we pick up a little bit more on 
what Terry wants us to do. The 
players are adapting fairly 
quickly and are enjoying the 


theory that 

Australia is giving the Kiwis 
boost by inviting them for this 
tournament and that we may 
give something away to them 
in the process, 
“You're getting a good 
Jook at us too,” responded 
Pritchett. “But we are 
showing each other our hand 
in terms of personnel bat we 
can adapt, change systems 
and tactics. This series is a 
good opportunity for us, too 
good an opportunity to turn 
down. We are going to leam a 
lot on this trip.” 

© New Zealand's most 
famous player, Wynton Rufer, 
has returned to Germany to 
take up a contract with 
Kaiserslautern. Rufer was 
Tumoured to be about to head 
back to New Zealand, after a 
stint in the J-League, to take 
care of their Under 17 side, 
There was also some 

ion that he may sign 

for Perth — Glory. 

i were relegated 
from the German Bundesliga 


He has also been encouraged 


the squad) to suggest that the Tine 

up for the game against 
Ernie Tapal: Says that the| Hungary won't be exclusively 
for the players playing in 


“T don’t pick players by 
Theresa 


ROS 


(Touch Egil Olsen expects 
40 give debuts to seven 
players dariig’the Optus 
World Soccer Seriés 
Although he has been 
unable to bring his best squad, 
Olsen looks forward to the 
toumament. 


in his time before when TV 
was in charge of Engiand. = = = 
He also is not surp 
Venibles appointment. 
“Coaches nowadays go all 
around the world to work, s 
I’m not surprised to see him 


© Although 
dinavian country has 
arrived in Australia with less 
than its top side nevertheless 
they can be expected to be 
competitive. 

Several of the travelling 
team are being courted by 


KIWIS ALWAYS 
DANGEROUS 


Rufer, who toured the 
‘Middle East with the New 
Zealand squad, is still very 
much in the plans of Pritchett. 
Although he is not here, 
Pritchett says that this squad 
is close (o the strongest one 
he can field. He points out 

Jason Batty as the 


appointment of Terry 
‘Venables as coach. 

“J can see some reasons for 
it, especially to look after all 
the players in Europe. 

“If Australia want to raise 
their world ranking up into 
the twenties with all the big 
boys than Terry will be the 
man to do it, 

“What did ise me was 
that someone outside of 
Australia would be appoi 
coach, Pritchett is very 
determined to get New 
‘Zealand football to the level 
that Australia now has. 

“We watch Australian 
football. You've gone away 
from New Zealand football in 
the last five or six years in 
development and that’s 
something we can leam from, 


“Our squad is mainly He admitted that his side British clubs to follow the 
domestic players, because doesn't play the prettiest path of Gunnar Skolskjar who 
many of our best players play football around but few could js starring with Manchester 
in England. argue with Norway's rise up United in the English Premier 
“It is not the best team but the international football League, 
itis not bad.” ladder in recent years. It is believed that there are 
Olsen admits he doesn’t “We don’t play football,” a number of Club’s scouts 
know much about either be quipped. following the Norwegians 
Australia, New Zealand or “We only kick the ball in fortunes closely while they 
South Korea but Norway has the air and run after it. are participating in the Optus 
not played since November so “We have very World Soccer Series. 
Olsen was enthusiastic about penetrating style and people ‘Their results and videos of 
ing here. don't like it, they don’t like to their games will be closely 7 f 
He has already come up meet us and that's a scrutinised on their return to pra FC: Seveta! pt thi: 
against Terry Venables twice iment.” Europe. i é 
8 AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — JANUARY 21, 1997 


EN 


qo0D 
BREW FOR 
KOR € 


‘ew coach Bum Kun Cha 
who took over from 
Jong Hwan Park ousted 
after a disastrous Asian Cup 
campaign, had just one day 
to pick his squad for the 
‘Optus World Soccer Seri 


“T was given just one day 
to select this squad, which 
will also be the same 
for our next World Cup 
qualifier against Hong Kong. 
Cha, who played 308 
Scoring 98 goals in the 
Bundesliga with Eintracht 
Frankfurt and Bayer 
Leverkusen, jettisoned eleven 


players from the original 
squad named by Park. He has. 
dropped some experienced 
players but brought in 

who have played for the 
national team before as well 
as some from the Olympic 


Cha knows he is under 
pressure to do well after the 
Asian Cup debacle. 

‘All the world knows how 
bad the Korean side did a the 


that bad. It's a very tough job 
coaching the national team 
‘but I expect to do well with 
my experience in Germany as 
a player and many years of 
experience as a coach. 1 hope 
and expect to satisfy the 
Korean people.” 

Cha is well aware of the 
rivalry built up between 
Australia and South Korea 
over the years and looks 
forward to their clash, 

“For twenty years Australia 


plan though, to change the 
style of play that failed to 
serve the Korean at the Asian 


(Cup, Mike the European style 
of play, eleven players 
playing as onc.” 


Cup. 
i didn’t like the way that 
the team played at the Asian 


BORG 
$ 


FULL TIMERS IN ZEBRAS 


Ti captain Alex becomes the Zebras first. | rs 


first division club Sumy from experience into the Adelaide unformnately the Zebras had 
1991 to 1996, before a short side. to decide on one player, with 
stint in Hungary. He then he other unsuccessful their needs in the forward line 
returned to his homeland to trialist was Sergei Hudozhylov making the choice for them. 
Dhipro, where he scored 22 from first division team Hadazhyiov also represented 
goals in a season for their Metallurg Nicopol. The 30 the Soviet Union in the 1985 
Youth team. He is described as year old midfielder was also World Youth Cup, and will 
skilful and aggressive, and considered a technically stay on in Australia, hoping 
will inject some needed strong player, but for interest from another club. 


Tobin has been locally born, full-time coach 
appointed as full-time appointed thus fa. 
development officer for the 
club. He was in a similar 
capacity with the SA Soccer 
Federation, and now works 
with his own team in its 
march towards full Following trials over the 
professionalism. In addition, — last couple of weeks, Adelaide 
City coach John Nyskohus City has signed one of the two 
has been appointed in his» Ukrainian players trying out 
position full-time - another for a permanent squad place. 
forward step in the club’s _ 23 year old Sergei Vaskin, a 
five-year plan, striker from Dnipro-Petrovsk, 
Training twice daily ona _ joins the club and could well 
regular basis is being slot straight into the travelling 
introduced, and Nyskohus* party for the Zebras next 
role will be made much easier “game, away to Brisbane 
now, with more time for all | Strikers. 
necessary commitments. He 


Vaskin was with Ukraine P to the cause. * 


STATE COACHES/MANAGERS POSITION 
Applications in writing are invited for the following positions under 
the control of the Victorian Soccer Federation season 1997, 

%* BOYS UNDER 16 VICTORIAN STATE COACH 

>» BOYS UNDER 15 VICTORIAN STATE COACH 

% BOYS UNDER 16 VICTORIAN STATE MANAGER 

% BOYS UNDER 15 VICTORIAN STATE MANAGER 
Grd news recently for and playing pitches, and without Alex Castro (red the Sharks ended when the 


est Adelaide, with clubroom areas to encourage card) and Robbie Slager club terminated his two-year Plis— 
Thebarton council finally supporters and their families (fourth booking), Hamilton contract. West claims his of ick off in 1997 "CENTRES 
giving the club the green to bond with the club away Thorp is also bailing a knee contract was breached by his EXCELLENCE" (hentecteg nt 97 i$ he 
light to set up their base at from normal game times. The problem which forced him off failure to attend training These centres will be regionalised catering for 10-14 year ads, The 
Thebarton Oval. This will potential of the project is the field early against sessions, while Ndongo- VEromire sutsbly uated Seca eae ae 
be a tremendous boost for huge, and a large forward He Olympic. The Sharks next Keller claimed he was not ene y qual pensentt es 
est with plans to establish for the Sharks as they also. ~ game is against Newcastle at ready to resume aflera long erm : 0 : 
4 club and supporter base strive for fully professional home when the Ericsson Cup injury lay-off, For further details regarding any of these positions or a copy of the job 


and facilities similar to those stamus, resumes. Soccer Australi descriptions, call Ian Greener or Josephine La-Pila on:— 
of other large Ericsson Cup 


dubs The eae contac. Cs! Adseie will Confirming previous iment mt dsm by 9537 2533 winx 9525 3094 
are to be finalised, with fary fe bumtof I3 bookings reports, West Adelaide hes SFfvcate between the putea Applications to be returned to Soccer House by February 7. 1987. 
development to start soon fm thei lst match before sacked wayward striker ith untarnat sterce 
ae the break, against UTS Cyrille Ndongo-Keller. The his 

"The facilities will include OlYmpic. Whilst they won long-running dispute between 
parks and gardens, raining tat eXcounter, they will be the once-popular forward and 


Postal Address: PO Box 2134 St, Kilda West; Victoria, Australia 3182. 


epted 
to tral with a Greek club, 


pee MARCONI FAIRFIELD 
7 STALLIONS 
j= SOCCER CLINIC p7=- 


y WHERE: Marconi Stadium, Bossley Park. 
Domine LORED WHEN: Tuesday 28 January to Friday 31 
5g January, 1997. TIME: 9 am through to 12 noon. 
AGES: All Ages Boys and Girls LEVEL: All levels. 
WHAT TO BRING: 


sr22Atts 


Each Child receives: One ‘Camp Stallions’ TShirt # One Mitre Soccer Ball = 
Stallions Supporters Stickers One Marconi Fairfield Team Foster = 1996/97 
Marconi Fairfield Season Pass x 3 ‘Soccer International’ Magazines « Autographed 
Photo with Marconi Player * Free ‘Powerade! Drink Everyday » Free ‘Snickers’ Snacks 
Everyday # End of Clinic Report Card 


x SPECIAL FEATURES 
MANFRED S@ Ercesson Cupp Coach Manfred 


Schasfer, Youth Officer 
Wancont Stara: Poster, Wade Forte, Dominte 
Renaud. oneaiiee Wiecancaaabeeuieee FROM THE STALLIONS 
APPLICATION FORM 


* PERRO W ALE 


ee 
Plasse and send with ‘to: MARCONI STALLIONS SOCCER CLINIC 

Club Marcont, Marcon! Hood, ‘Bosoley Park 2176 Closing Date Is Friday 24 January, 1997. F 

CHILDS NAMES: AGE: 


TSHIRT SIZE: 
MEDICAL CONDITIONS: 

T authorise We coaches and stat of Club Marcon! to act or to their bost (n any ere. 
‘gency requling modiea attention. | Yurtherrfessa Clue lrcon| ard af from ary ang teal. ey er 
Tess Incurred st ne coaching alin Ag B. ENQUIRIES: 98232222 
PARENT/GUARDIAN: 


‘SIGNATURE: DATE: 


‘SKILL LEVEL: 
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By PHIL MURPHY 
Wiss City’s 3- their goal of a top six spot, Lupcho Naumovski and Jason young Adam Brodbeck, who 


1 away victory adding that “a win against Connelly o prove their fitness did so well inthe absence of 

aguinst Gippsland Sydney United would make afterbeing out through injury. the “regular Wollongong 

could provide the elub with people sit up and take notice Keeper Brett Hughes, who custodian. Undoubtedly, the 

+S financial windfall, Tt has that we really mean business”. missed four games with a depth of his squad has been 

Shot the Wolves into third For the first time in the _ hairline fracture to his foot, is one of the reasons for the 
place on the Eriesson Cup club's history they are pre- expected back in place of success ofthe team this year. 


‘ever wondered 
hat it is like haying 
the most important position 


Indder leading up to their selling grandstand tickets for oe ees aeter field? Well 
“match of the season” the game. Livewire marketing Te amon farther than 
against league leaders manager John Denison will 


Newcastle Topper Breakers 


Sydney United, set down for have some top class pre-match bei) | goalkeeper, Liam Baker. 
Brandon Park on Sunday entertainment for the big : PECs eran 
Feb 2nd, crowd in what should be an first season with the 
First versus third could awesome game. , Newcastle clu has played for 
mean an additional $20, 000 eT f the last si years with New 
in ge eceit tthe Wolves STARS IN - P South Wales State League 
en", randon . side Adamstown Rosebud. Hi 
Park Wollongong have DOUBT Saris a bas beets ahi 
captured the imagination of On the field, coach Nick coming from the State League 
the public on the South Coast Thendorakopouloswill be : and going to the National 


and could draw 10, 000 fans 


to the big game. Wolves without classy midfielder 


competition, 
Michael Reda. He picked up “When I first joined the 


chairman Brian Hastings told i fosng f i / Bie | et iee k trst loinc 
4 4 yellow card against |e 7S lub my positioning was the 
ABSW it may be the bigeeSt Gippsland and is suspended. : “SEUG || biggest problem, but since 
Fa ane ca eninetiag a Experienced Gary Van then [ have started to get 
very rood season and attacred Egmond had to leave the field confidence and I am happy 
SO eee new faces tovour ler just 11 minutes in the ‘ with the way I am playing,’ 
sence, The evowds against ume With a hamstring strain. Baker said. The twenty one 
ayelaide City, Marconi and He bas been having intensive poe oll as pan IERIE GCE 
Gippstandl ware all over the Nestnenbend istenticent of nant ore eaanIESoet 
Gippsland were allover the Saying against the Pumas. ; Zealand goalkeeper Clint 
Great improvement off last he came lieve bead arate! j isha oe 
Brason, Obviously Sydney zits ba Mere Tiare tay problanis, 
ason. Obviously Sides Canterbury an 

Unie wile bn Sonne dng he bk i Clint helps me ou Tam more 
Shouldbe great He wanton We Ericsson Cup. These alert of what is going on 
should be great He went on games have been vital in 4 around me and [ am reading 

iy that the players Were a)lowing players like Tony the game better.” Baker's 
now confident of achieving lowing Players ihe Thy confidence has grown with 


the likes of Defender, Shane 
Pryce who always encourages 
the players 


¢ a reasonably 

and can only 
improve with every game.” 

Baker would like to stay 
with the Breakers for a 
number of years and continue 
to play at the highest level. 

The Breakers will be 
hoping to make amends for 
their second round defeat (6- 
1) to Brisbane Strikers when 
they play Newcastle in the 
return leg at Breakers 
Stadium on Friday, February 
7h. 


‘Newcastle Breakers 
Striker Clayton Zane returned 
home last week after an 
intense tournament in Tahiti 
with the young Socceroos 


Zane oaly played one game 
out of the four in the Oceania 
qualifying tournament, The 
lanky striker made sure when 
he was given his opportunity 
he took full advantage by 
scoring a hat trick in 
Australia’s 10-0 win over Fiji. 

‘The twenty year old is 
hoping to gain a spot for a 
eight match tour of Europe in 
February, which will be the 
final games before the World 
Youth Cup in Malaysia again 
with Les Scheinflug’s, U20 
Squad. 

This will be the final 
pensation for the World 

‘outh Championships Finals 
in Malaysia. 
reakers midfielder 


Wolves players Alvin Ceccoli, Michael Reda (10), Jason Connolly (19), Brett Hughes. 
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onanza F GOALIE'S 
Wolves CONFIDENCE 


Wes 


Liam Baker: A big Jump up from the State League. 


Glen Sprod suffered a knee 
injury a fortnight ago while 
fixing a hot water system. He 
sustained a cut on his knee 
which required eight stitches. 
Doctors arvised Sprod to take 


a few days off and rest the 
knee. This will give him 
plenty of time to recover 
while the Ericsson Cup is in 
recess. 


Ni vga, PTS 
Troy falpin J hfs 22 
Bobby Despofovski th Glory 14 


Paul 


Alvin Ceccoli 
Matthew ley 


Dino 


Dayid 


Cervitiski, Melbourne Knights 11 
Sean C Caf 10 
Jim Tsekini laide 9 


Brisbane Strikers 
Wollongong City 

Perth Glory 

| South Melbourne 
Adelaide City 

West Adelaide 

Marconi Fairfield 
Melbourne Knights 

UTS Olympic 

Newcastle Breakers 
Gippsland Falcons 
Collingwood Warriors 14 
|Canberra Cosmos 15 


loHgngong City 12 
e 12 
3 n 


Wollongong City 11 


Grisbane Strikers 9 


ort. 


Ss 


RPRYMeaSUANAI KA. 
UIboOe ewe AnRnNaAnD 


GOALS 


Reading: 


Norman Tome UTS Olympic 
| | Frank Farina Brisbane Strikers 
Brisbane 


22| | Rodney Broy ers 
1} | Paul Struggick 

Vasili Kaligera CF 

| Ice Kutlesovske me Knights 


Jimmy Tsekinis West Adelaide 
| | Jason Bennett Newcastle Breakers 
Marconi Fairfield 


An larper 
|| Ad ingki igh 
Matthe MB ofiley O pga ges 
| Ni lollOmgonie Cit 


| | Eddie Krncevie Gippsland Falcons 
| Kris Trajanoyski UTS Olympic 


Carn) 


CUIUANDAIWA UN wte 


WAM ANMA AR AIA 


%, 


O 
nO THE O; 


y [ 
VAMENT 


MELBOURNE KNIGHTS V COL 


BRISBANE STRIKERS V ADELAIDE CITY 
SATURDAY bEEBRUARY=1997 — 7.00PM 


MARCONI FAIRFIELD y 
SATURDAY 1 FEBRUARY 1997 - 7.00PM 


WOLLONGONG CITY V SYDNEY UNITED 
SUNDAY 2 FEBRUARY 1997 - 6.30PM 


SUNDAY 2 FEBRUARY 1997 - 6.00PM 
: ) = 


be ng 
aS oN a 8 
SOUTH MELBOURNE V GIPPSLAND FALCONS 
SUNDAY 2 FEBRUARY 1997 - 6.00PM 


VANDER SSorandiy 


——7 


| 


LINGWOOD WARRIORS 


> Waser aner are 


MP. ERTH GLORY 
SUNDAY 2 FEBRUARY 1997 6.30PM 


W_NE TLE BREAKERS 
FEBRUALGAS LE BREAKE 


SUNDAY 2 A) 997 ~ F.30rivi 


Bet on any sport 
over the nnohe. 


FreeCall 1800 650 818 
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. OCEANIA FOOTBALL Carlisle T_ Tranmere 0 Bamsley 21s 8 6 46 3247 Torquay 212 412 31 31 40 
(Carlisle at home to Sheffield Wednesday) Wolverhampton 27 |2 7 8 36 26 43 Colchester 28-8 15 5 39 32 39 
CONFEDERATION Chesterfield. 2 Bristol City 0 Stoke 26 12 7 7:35 3443 Scarborough 27 9 11 7 35 33 38 
OFC Qualifying Competition for the 1997 (Chesterfield away to Luton or Bolton) Norwich 27:12 6 9 3737 42 Chester 26 10 8 8 28 30 38 
Nyse SR NERS ORI (Ge 1 Wimbledon 1 Crystal Palace 27 10 10 7 51 30 40 Scunthorpe 26 11 4 II 41 38 37 
played in Papeete, Tahiti, 4-10 January. (Eventual winners away to Manchester United) Oxford 28 11 7 10 39 32 40 Lincoln 27 10 7 10 36 40 37 
All matches were played at the Pater Stadium, Crystal Palace 2 ‘Leeds 2 QPR 27:11 7 «+9 38 36 40 Cardiff 27 11 4 12 29 34 37 
at 18,00 hrs and 20.15 hrs respectively. (Eventual winners away to Arsenal or ‘Tranmere 28 1 6 11 37 36 39 Hull 28 813 7 27 3037 
Sunderland) Port Vale 27 9 11 7 30 2738 Mansfield 27:8 11 8 28 27 35 
1st Round Gillingham 0 Derby 0 Ipswich 28 9 10 9 36 39 37 Leyton Orient 27 9 8 10 24 24 35 
Notts County 0 Aston Villa 0 Huddersfield 28 9 9 10 33 36 36 Bamet 27 8 10 9 26 26 34 
, 4 January 1997 (Eventual winners away to Gillingham or Portsmouth 29 10 6 13 32 36 36 Hartlepool 28 :«9--«6 13 33 37 33 
Tahiti 0 New Zealand 5 Derby) Birmingham 25 9 9 7 28 24 36 Rochdale 25 8 9 8 30 29 33 
SEES Leicester 2. Southend 0 Charlton 28 10 5 13 30 38 35 Exeter 27 8 6 13 26 36 30 
aU eTalee 10 Fiji 0 (Leicester home to Norwich) West Bromwich 28 7 13 8 44 45 34 Doncaster 26 8 4 14 30 40 28 
j/Ret: N. Fox (New Zealand) Stoke 0 Stockport 2 Swindon 2710 4 13 37 35 34 Darlington 27 7 5 15 36 51 26 
6 January 1997 (Stockport away to Birmingham) Reading 28 7 9 12 31 43 30 Hereford 28 6 5 17 27 44 23 
Australia 5° NowZeatnd: 0 Oldham, 26 6 10 10 29 32 28 Brighton 28 4 6 18 25 50 16 
Ref: M. Rayeino (Tahiti) hird Manchester City 27 8 4 15 29 42 28 Note: Brighton deduced 2 points by Football 
Tahiti 2 Fifi 4 T Round Replay Bradford 29 6 9 14 27 45 27 League 
y Huddersfield 1 Queens Park Rangers 2 
Ref: B, Hugo (Australia) (QPR at home to Barnsley) Southend 27 5 10 12 25 49 25 
8 January 1997 Newcastle 2 Charlton 1 REDS 265 8 13 28 47 25 FRANCE 
New Zealand = 3. Fiji i (After extra time 90 mins: 1-1. Newcastle fae Cup - Ist Round 
Ref: B. Hugo (Australia) home to Nottingham Forest) Division 2 soa P AIF Niaey ; 
Tahiti 0 Australia 10 Sunderland 0 Arsenal Blackpool 1 Crewe #1 Gan 
Ref; A. Khan (Fiji) (Aca ues coat ain Brentford 0 Bristol City 0 Man-de-Maraa\ 01) Guingamp ; 
Bristol Rovers | York 1 (at) 
Australia 33002309 DivisionThree EAE pan a Vitrolles 2 Nantes t 
New Zealand 3 2 0 1 8 4 6 Scitccust Tae Camas ° Notts County © 1 Gillingham 1 Gas 
Fiji 3.102 515 3 ‘Swansea 3 Barnet 0 Peterborough — 0. Plymouth a Raon L’Etape 1 Toulouse 1 
ee SO 20 RSs 2519-0 Chester 0 Rochdale ° Ree i VED. ; (act, Raon won 4-3 on pens) 
10 January 1997 Colchester 2 Fulham 1 a Y Sy Aubervilliers 1 Red Star 2 
Shrewsbury 2 Chesterfield 0 Ate 2 
Play-off for third place Stockport 5 Millwall 1 S-L Neuweg. ‘ugnon 
Fiji 1 Tahiti I Paris FC 3 Poitiers 2 
us eee ENGLAND Walsall 2 Bournemouth 1 ane aise ; 
Afier penalty kicks 5:4 to Fiji i lermor 
Ref; N Fox (New Zealand) Premier League exh Valence 0 Nice 1 
Chelsea 3. Derby 1 Division 3 Niort 2 Le Havre 1 
a a —-€oventry._ __ 0 Manchester United 2 Colchester 1 Carlisle 1 Bourges 0 Lens 3 
¢ Final Match Leicester 1 Wimbledon 0 Darlington 2. Cambridge United 0 Brive 1 Bordeaux 3 
Australia == 2 NewZealand = Liverpool 3. Aston Villa 0 Exeter 0 Wigan 1 (act) = 
bgt SOUR Middlesbrough 4 Sheffield Wed 2 Hartlepool 2 Doncaster 4 LaRoche-sur-Yon2 Basti 4 
Final Placings Southampton 2 Newcastle 2 Lincoln 2 Brighton 1 Vitre 1 Lyon 3 
Ist Australia OFC Qualifier Sunderland 0 Blackbur 0 Mansfield 1 Hull 0 Moret 1 Cannes 2 
2nd New Zealand Arsenal 3. Everton 1 Northampton 5 Chester 1 Carquefou 0 Caen 1 
3rd Fiji Nottingham For 2 Tottenham 1 Rochdale 1 Cardiff 0 Reims 2 Rennes 3 
Scarborough 1 Bamet 1 Vervins 0 Auxerre 6 
Liverpool 2413 7 4 41 20 46 Scunthorpe 5. Hereford 1 Creteil 5 Louhans-Cuiseatix 0 
Ha [Bat OE 2 Manchester Utd 23 12 8 3 46 26 44 Swansea 1 Leyton Orient 0 Martigues 3. Istres t 
ae eat ee # Arsenal 22 11/7 4 39 21 40 Torquay 3 Fulham 1 Saint-Lo 1 Chateauroux t 
Baise 2 eee < z Newcastle 23 11 6 6 42 26 39 (aet, Saint-Lo won 3-1 on penalties) 
St pee Wimbledon 21 11 S_ 5 34 25 38 neces Fecamp 4 Avranches 3 
Standard Liege (0! »Genk z Chelsea 23 10 8 5.36 32 38 Division 2 Ammenticres 0 Boulogne 3 
peace eMac on 2 Aston Villa 23 10 6 7 31 24 36 Bea « (20 UE ip ee Laval 1 Monaco 0 
Mechelen 0 Antwerp 0 Sheffield Wed 22 710 5 25 2731 Teer A SAI ee Schiltigheim 0 Strasbourg 4 
Charleroi 1 Ghent 0) Beal 22 7-7-8 40 41 28 Bristol City 27 12 8-7 45 29 44 eae spire t 
int Truk Stockport 26 12 8 6 37 28 44 pu y' 
Molenbeek 2 Sint Truiden 1 Tottenham 21 8 4 923 28 28 ail Fase GBD (aet, Troyes won 6-5 on penalties) 
| Sunderland 23 7 7 9 22 30 28 pees RR MOE Tee Aurillac 0 Villefranche 0 
| Mouscron pee eI SO Leicester 22 7 5 10 21 30 26 Whah (aet, Aurillac won 6-5 on penalties) 
(Clot Bs) AOS aaa Leeds 2 7 411 19 2725 Se Seen e s Niort SL 1 Toulouse Fontaine 2 
Lierse 19 10 7 2 33.19 37 Blackburn 2 5 9 82322 24 Bury 25 11 9 5 37 26 42 * (eet) 
awerben = (PAL 3 535 21 36 Derby 3239) 8 22 29 24 Chesterfield 25 12 5 8 24 20 41 Wamcial Rice A 
Standard Liege 19 11 0 8 32 24 33 West Han aT $= 91922. 33, 23, Wrexham 3 7" Ma 3 = a a (act, Wasquehal won 5-3 on penalties) 
Anderlecht 18 8 7 3 29 13 31 Southampton 22 5 § 12 31 39 20 Shikewbuy 28 9 ee Wee 0° ParisStGermain 3 
Lommel 18 8 5 5 28 28 29 Nottingham For 22 4 8 10 21 36 20 Walsail 25 9 6 10 28 29 33 = = _ 
Molenbeek 19 7 4 8 21 24 25 Middlesbrough 23. 5. 6 12.29 43 18 Plymouth 27 710 10 30 38 31 GREECE 
Ghent 19 7 3 9 30 36 24 Note: Middkesbeodghtccired3 points Blackpool 26: 7:10: 9 29-30 31 Olympiakos 17 12 3 226 8 39 
Lokeren 19 6 5 8 27 30 23 : Pons Bournemouth 28 8 7 13 25 34 31 Panathinaikos 17 12 3 236 8 39 
Genk 19 5 8 6 21-24-23 we Bristol Rovers 27 7 9 11 27 31 30 AEK 17 11 3 3.37 14 36 
Charleroi 19 6 3 10 25 30 21 Division 1 Preston 27 8 6 13 27 33 30 OFT Crete 17 10 4 3 26 14 34 
Mechelen 19 4 7 8 1827 19 Bamsley 1 Ipswich 2 York 26 8 6 12 27 39 30 Verria 17 7 4 6 20 13 25 
Aaist 19 3 8 8 25 3617 Birmingham 4 Reading 1 Peterborough 26 6 10 10 37 43 28 Kavala 17.7 4 6 19 it 25 
Ekeren 19 4 4 11 22 34 16 Bolton 3 Wolverhampton 0 Gillingham 27: 7-—«7:«(13 26 37 28 Paniliakos «16-7 «3 6 21 20 24 
Sint Truiden 19 3 6 10 25 39 15 Chariton 1 Stoke 0 Notts County 26 S 9 12 19 30 24 Tonikos 117 3.71719 28 
Cercle Brugge 19 1 5 13 19 43 8 Crystal Palace 1 Portsmouth 2 Wycombe 26 6 5 15 23 40 23 PAOK 175 8 413 15 3 
Huddersfield 1 Manchester City 1 Rotherham 26 «4 9 13 23 38 21 Kalamata 175-7 52226 2 
ENSUAND, Ovted Used 2 Tranmere holon 17 33 9 18.24 18 
nit ranmere i visi ion 
FA Cup Third ONG Sheffield United 3 Southend 0) = Wier mee Aris 17 4 6 7 16 28 18 
Bamsley 2) Oldham Swindon. 1 Bradford 1 ue Edessaikos 17 4 4 9 20 26 16 
(Barnsley away to oon in ‘West Brom! 1 Oldham 1 Carlisle 27 15 8 4 41 25 53 Iraklis 17 4 4 9 16 29 16 
fourth round) Port Vale 4 QPR 4 Was a “ BI Hee pt! Athinaikos 17 4 4 9 17 32 16 
Heanetonie ae anes 0 Cambridge Utd 5 8 37 33 47 aie suaetir seas 
(Hednesford home to Middlesbrough in fourth Bolton 29 16 10 3 61 37 58 Swansea 28 13 6 9 33 28 45 Kastrts 17 1 313 1033 6 
round) Sheffield United 27 14 7 6 47 28 49 Boman Fe 20.2 
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Belenenses 2 Sporting ‘Hibernian % 6 513 25 42 iat Gy 
Tata Gutavenne, 2 Motherwell 23 $5 6 12 23 42 21 Cowdenbeath 20 7 3 10 
Mamas feikeean 0. Porto 16 14 2 038 7 44 Raith 24 5 415 20 43 19 Queen’s Park 20 5 6 9 
Cagliari 1 Milan * He fe 10 3 330 933 Axbroath 20 4 6 10 17 3118 
ona ieSampaena 1 porting 169 432 931 Caer EastStirling 19 3 5 11 17 31 14 
Inter 0 Bolosta 2 Espiaho hot ite aoe 118) Zr Airdriconians Ser 1 
Parma 1 Verona 0 Braga ey eae ee Dundee 1 Clydebank 0 Spain 
Perugia i Pie 1 Estrela Amadoral6 6 5 5 19 16 23 ee ome 3 ran 
Udinese Fl sRexal 0 Chaves 16 6 5 5 17 2023 Gostisel seta 'y wate ; First Division 
Vicenza 2 Napoli 2 Setubal 16 5 7 421 19 22 Sit, rere a Real Betis 2 Barcelona 4 
Guimaraes 16 6 3 7 22 23 21 = ee Celta Vigo 0 Extremadura = 1 
faveati Ga yew a Farense 16 5 6 513 1421 fe be Deportivo Coruna 2 Athletic Bilbao 2 
creme (URES PA Maritimo 16 5 5 6 19 24 20 Division 2 Hercules 1 Valladolid 0) 
ae Hanae oe IGE Boavista 16 4 7 52321 19 Brechin 3. Berwick 1 Rayo Vallecano 0 Sporting Gijon 1 
Vicenza faece TH ON Leca 16 5 4 71921 19 Dumbarton 1 Ayr 1 Oviedo 3 Valencia 0 
ae 1176 4171427 Salgueiros 16 4 7 5 20 23 19 Livingston 0 Clyde 0 Racing Santander 2 Logrones 1 
iorcatinal Sea iTiemeMetiosainice Belenenses 16 4 5 7 20 30 17 Stenhousemuir 3 Hamilton 1 Real Sociedad 4 Compostela 1 
Milan 17 7 4 6 24 2025 UniaoLeiria 16 3 3 10 10 24 12 Stranraer 3 Queen of the South Zaragoza 1 Tenerife 1 
Boligaa Giaca lel GS piven oe Gil Vicente 16 2 3 11 16 30 9 Ailetico Madrid 1 RealMadrid 4 
Atalanta 176 6 52021 4 Rio Ave 16) p2R Ses 29,16 Division 3 ciel Se. Fe WES 
Napoli 17 6 6 521 24 24 i “4 
See 17 6 5 626 23 23 SCOTLAND ee 7 ua ee eons ST eee 
Lazio 17 6 5 618 16 23 Scottish Cup Second Round = EastStirling © 2 RossCoumty 3 Besa Eo miata 29 
Udinese 17 6 4 72425 2 Comdenteunt! MiMi eee 0 ‘Forfar 3 Cowdenbeath 0 ee pete Sones 
Piacenza 1 4 7 616 23 19 (Cowdenbeath away to Hearts in Third Round)  Taverness C-Thistle 4 Arbroath 1 Pee 2 N61 39919" 96 
panigla cans SOSA eee ee 5 Ailetico Madrid 20 10 5 5 39 26 35 
Cagliari 173 6 8 19 28 15 (Hamilton away to Stranraer or Inverness Division 1 Le pais See 
eo Hoe fein a opm ee ivision Tenerife 20:8 «5 7 34 22 29 
eevee 17 17 914 28 10 ee Pay StJohnstone 22 16 3 3 SI 12 51 Athletic Bilbao 20 7 8 5 33 28 29 
Greets ee ee 
~ . é 
NORTHERN IRELAND Brechin 2 Livingston 1 Airdrieonians 22 9 9 4 34 22 36 ae 20 7 i 9 26 25 
Coleraine 0 Glentoran 0 Ross County 3 Montrose 1) St Mirren 2110 5 6 32 25 35 Celta Vigo 20 6 6 8 21 24 24 
Crusaders 2 Ards 2 (Ross County away to Dunfermline) Falkirk 23 996 822 2t 33 Rayo Vallecano 19 6 5 8 23 22 23 
Linfield 0 Glenavon 2 Stranraer 1 Inverness. Thistle 1 Greenock Morton23 8 6 9 28 26 30 Sporting Gijon 19 5 6 8 19 26 21 
Portadown 4° Cliftonville 1 Second Round Replay Stirling 24 5 7 12 30 46 22 Compostela 20 5 5 10 18 36 20 
; brain 200 Spanians 0 Clydebank 22-5 4 13 18 35 19 Espanyol 19 5 4 10 21 28 19 
tts 16 2 1 ae is z (Acoreah heme tot Gieeee Mc100) East Fife 23 1 4 18 13 66 7 Hercules 20 5 312 19 35 18 
rusaders 8 feey Logrones 20 5 312 14 43 18 
Glenavon 17 6 6 5221924 re Division 2 Sevilla 18 5 211 152717 
Linfield 15 6 5 419 1423 SCOTLAND ieee ey + ° i = Es Zaragoza 20 2 9 9 2035 15 
Glentoran 7 4 4 23 22 21 i visi 4 
Sierieat Hh S 2 5 22 2 ee. enue aasion : Hamilton 18 10 4 435 17 34 Extremadura 20 2 6 12 12 33 12 
ae eee aes cone ital Clyde 19 8 6 5 24 20 30 
Ghani | SCART Figo Saale oa : Stenhousemuir 19 7 5 7 27 17 26 TURKEY 
Saeaa zo 3 Queen of the Sth20 6 5 9 29 37 23 Gaziantepsor 1 Kocaelispor 1 
PORTUGAL oo" nee 5 Brechin 20 5 7 8 23 28 2 Denizlispor  Q Sariyer 1 
Stranraer 19 6 4 9 19 26 22 Antalyaspor 2 Istanbulspor_ 
Porto 5 Braga 0 Dumbarton 21-5 6 10 26 37 21 Zeytinbumuspor 1 Ankara 1 
Guimaraes 1 Benfica 0 sae FH 2 3 as 2 a Berwick 22 1 615 2152 9 nee ‘i 2 Baier 2 
Espinho Salgueiros 1 ic eee 
ee renee 2 Dundee United 24 11 6 7 33 21 39 Division 3 Te Cay ay 2d ae 3 
Bed 3, : Hore 249 6 935 35 33 Invern C. Thistle19 11 5 3 36 22 38 a gals ; Pecascs ; 
a cites 5 Bpeaacen 24.8 7 9343831 Ross County 20 10 3 7 33 27 33 Shae ae a ; 
Maeno 3° Setubal 2 Dunfermline 23 8 5 10 35 45 29 ee Hd : $s 3 s a a 4 ina 
i Kilmamock 23 7 3 13 28 44 24 a 4 
Boavista 2 Estrela Amadora 2 8 Riternihs oinGe tits asts6 30 


“Arsenal shrugged of this 


lgoals from Holland’s Dennis 
Bergkamp, France's Patrick Vieira 
jand Paul Merson. 

An outplayed Everton at least 
had a moment to savour when 
[Duncan Ferguson headed home in 
jthe last minut 

There was a shock for Arsenal 
fans when Wright failed to appear 
for the second half and was 
replaced by substitute Lee Dixon. 
IThe 23-goal Gunners striker, just 
Iback from suspension, had been 
Jdoubtful to return because of a calf 
strain, 


ist 
Joss of Wright with a double goal 
blast in two minutes by Bergkamp 
and Vieira. Both players had shot 
just wide in the early minutes of the 
second half froms promising moves, 

When substitute Dixon lofied the 
ball over Everton's advancing 
defenders on the edge of the box in 
the 55th minute, Bergkamp timed 
his run to perfection before slotting 
his shot past the helpless Southall. 
And just two minutes Tater from a 
corner on the right by Nigel 
‘Winterbum the ball ran loose after a 
heading duel between Everton's 
Dave Watson and Arsenal's Martin 
Keown and Vieira followed up to 
crash his shot through a crowd of 
players for the second. 

Ferguson was booked for a foul 
at the other end before Arsenal took 
charge again with a third goal 21 


tapping empty 

net after Bergkamp had burst 
‘through again, aly ae his shot 
Ferguson to 


powerfully leaving keeper David 
‘Seaman no chance, 

Meanwhile, Bryan Roy's double 
strike earned Nottingham Forest 2 
2-1 victory in its battle to escape 
relegation against 10-man 
Tottenham atthe City Ground. 

Forest was left facing an uphill 
task when Andy Sinton fired Spurs 
ahead afier just 75 seconds. 

But things tumed sour for Spurs 
when Swiss new arrival Ramon 
Vega was sent off at the end of the 
first half for a second yellow card, 


Roy struck twice in the second 


period fo secure a fourth successive 


win that lifted his side out of the 
the first time in 


relegation zone for 
almost three months. 
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ris Saint-Germain, 
humiliated by Juventus in 
the European Super Cup, 
recovered some of its badly 
dented pride with 
French first round win at 
third di mn Besancon, 

PSG went ahead in the eij 
minute when Besancon’s Gilles 
Contat scored an own goal from a 
comer taken by Brazilian Rai, 

‘They had to wait until the 69th 
minute to secure the match when 
striker Cyrille Pouget, newly 
signed from Servette of 
Switzerland, scored his first goal 
for the Parisian club. France 
international Patrice Loko, a late 
substitute for Pouget, added the 
third eight minutes from time. 

PSG's superior fitness told in the 
end on a frozen pitch that has 


curtailed Besancon’s training in 
recent weeks. 

‘They also did not make the same 
mistake as last week when they did 
not practice in the appropriate 
boots for icy surfaces and were 
over-run 6-1 at home by World 
Club champion Juventus in the first 
leg of the European Super Cup. 
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‘ext Monday (27th), 
the most pres- 
tigious, 49th edition 

of the Viareggio Youth 

Tournament kicks off in 

Italy with the Opening 

Ceremony unveiling the 

Creme de la Creme of 

Club Youth teams fiereely 

competing for the coveted 

trophy. 

For the second successive 
year Marconi’s Youth 
champions, coached by astute 
35 year old Lee Sterrey, have 
been extended a ‘most 
treasured invitation. 

The crack Marconi squad 
of 18, skippered by highly 
talented and tenacious central 
midfielder Michael Kladis, 
board their Alitalia light this 
‘Thursday bound for Tialy to 
mix it with some of the. very 
best Youth sides from across 
Europe, 

In previous years 
competing teams numbered 
24. But this year's 
magnificent Tournament has 
been expanded to embrace 32 
specially invited sides, split 
into eight Groups, each Group 
‘comprising four teams. 


‘GROUP OF 
DEATH’ 


Marconi’s task is most 
challenging to say the least 
having already been drawn in 
“Group Two". 

“Group Two” already has 
been labelled as the "Group of 
‘Death’. 

‘The young Marconi team 
must enter the arena and do 
triple battle against the 
powerful squads from 
Manchester United, Udinese 
and Torino. 

While mentioning Torino, 
this giant Italian club has 
already won this Tournament 
‘on five previous occasions. 
Frightening!! 


MARCONI’S 
COACH 


Last night Marconi’s 
master, Lee Sterrey defiantly, 
but also enthusiastically stated 
to ABSW: “We went across 
last year and put up a good 
fight against the professionals. 
Brescia ended up winning it. 

“We lost all of our three 
clashes -(4-1 against Cesena, 
2-1 against AS Roma and 3-0 
against Palermo) but gained 
enormous experience, 

“Against the very tough 
Palermo they scored all their 
three in the fast 15 minutes as 
our strength understandably 
buckled late in the game 
‘against these young pros. 

“Make no mistake that this 
Tournament is really big time 
in Europe. 

“To give you some idea, 2 
young striker from last year’s 
Tournament was snapped up 
by Fiorentina who paid $5 
million for him. 

“This event is huge. 

“Biven the big guns from 
Juventus last year moved in 


WORLD CLASS 


TOURNAMENT FOR MARCONI 


‘and paid $1.5 million for a 
young stopper from the 
Cesena team,” stressed 
Storey. 

The very competitive 
Sterrey last year guided his 
young Marconi squad to take 
‘outa hat-trick of titles. 

In the Australian National 
‘Youth League Sterrey's young 
Marconi warriors took out the 
Minor _ Championship, 
Northern Grand Final and the 
National Grand Final. 


Ferdo Duna: Yui 
magical left midfielder 
during 1962-67. 


BEEN THERE 
.. DONE 


THAT 


One of the all time great 
attacking left sided players to 
have come to Australia was 
none other than the magical 
midfield star, Ferdo Dung). 

In 1962 the high-flying 
NSW Ist division side Yugal, 
suprisingly were able to snare 
the dangerous Dunaj from 
Yugoslavia’s professional 
ranks of first division side, 
Pastizan. 


Late last week ABSW 
luckily was able to track down 
Dunaj who some 46 years ago 
actually played” in the 
“International Youth 
Viareggio Tournament” in 


y. 

When ABSW informed 
Dunaj who represented NSW 
in 1965 against the touring 
Chelsea skippered by our now 
new national coach Terry 
Venables, that we were doing 
a piece on this year’s 
“Viareggio Tournament’ he 
smiled: “It is a very, very big 
thing in Europe, every year. 

“It is a wonderful 
Tournament and many, many 
World stars over the years 
have actually played in it. 
Many of these young players 
went on to World Cup fame. 

“From my team for 
example Milos Milutinovic 
made it to Sweden for the 
1958 World Cup Finals, His 
brother ended up coaching the 
1990 USA World Cup team 
tbat made the Finals in Italy, 

“| played in the 
Tournament at Viareggio with 
Paxtizan back in 1951. 

“Only the best Youth from 
across Europe play in it. 

“TL was very tough but we 
battled very hard and qualified 
for thie Final” 


BY JOHN ECONOMOS 


The now 67 year old, yet World Youth Championships 
still very strong Croatian, is kicked off in 1977 (Maradona 
employed by Telstra as a era), this Tournament was 
lines-technician. easily recognised as the 

The old professional biggest and most prestigious 
nostalgically hastened to add: Youth tournament in the 
“It was a wonderful and World with many South 
enjoyable Tournament.and we American teams being invited. 
got to the Final, But “Big names were involved. 
unfortunately we lost ito AC Guys like Mezzola, Rossi, Ali 
Milan going down 3-1 that Dawson, Alec O'Hara, played 
yearn front of ahuge crowd. and even Gordon Banks 

“Tt was such a fantastic managed Stoke City there in 
atmosphere”. 1976 

The still today, very proud _—“Ference Puskas managed 
and former professional another side. It's really big 
playmaker, quickly added: time over there. 

“But let me tell you thal just “The =——-‘Tourmament 
the year before, my club culminates in a huge annual 
Partizan again had taken part vale. 

at Viareggio. “In 1976 Rangers beat 

“That team got into the Lazio 1-0 and I was happy 
Final and actually won it that I scored. 

“Partizan became “In 1975 however even 
champions by defeating the though T scored for Rangers, 
then top Italian side we sill lost 2-1 to a powerful 
Sampdoria by the very same A.C. Milan. 
score that we lost the Final a “Rangers although sending 
year later. strong squads over, still had 

“L would like to extend the huge battles against really 
young Marconi boys my best crack sides such as 
‘wishes *. Sampdoria, Dukla Prague etc, 

By the way when Ferdo “The Marconi lads are in 
played for NSW against for something very, very 
Chelsea in 1965, the State side special. 
went down 1-5 to the crack _“Tjust hope they utilise and 
young English side, absorb as much as they can 


whilst over there. 
HAT-TRICK “It is going to be a 


magnificent experience that 

KENNY ra bora mma avaiable 0 
them and it wi in 

WILSON good stead for their future, 


“One thing for sure, they 


Se Sa eirit wall eae forget 


sweeper from 1977 to 1981, 

Ke Wilson, has also beet 

fiers Soe: take cee VAT SEE club Marcon the 
Ep uae Tear ane 

Sydney from his native . 

poe ‘Big Willie’ Ried smiling Scot and 1980 NSW 

relapse ‘Yes, and on bebalf of all 


ih fact Wilson achieved an UF fe pate yhs id 
extremely very rare everyone else in Aus 
‘Viareggio: Triple” by playing "Good Luck Marconi Youth’. 
in three consecutive _, The young Marconi squad 
Tournaments in 1975, 76 and Will be managed by Senior 
71. Soccer Administrator, Mr 

In fact just weeks after Frank Labbozzetta- 
reftiming to Scotland in 1977, 
Wilson was offered a contract 
to fly out to Australia and join 
a renamed Sydney Olympic to 
compete in the newly formed 
national Philips Soccer 


‘League 

But back in Glasgow, the 
highly intelligent Wilson was 
actually a striker. 

Today at the age of 39, 
tec Willie’ still somehow 

ages to squeeze in time to 
ais Soccer for ai-Ohd1 
team, despite the fact that fe 
is the owner of a chain of 
popular fashion boutiques 
sprinkled across NSW from 
the deep southern region of 
Wagga to the Central Coast 
area at Erina. 

Last week we caught up 
with Kenny who still has vivid 
and cea fond 
memories of Vi 


The always ny -po-lucky 
Wille reflected: Alton 
gers made it to Viareggio z . 
three consecutive years : Kenny Wilson: Former Glasgow Rani coe Ure Ee Ural leg 
(1975,'76, ‘77) we could ‘Medal all from the advancing Wollongong Citys striker 


never win it. “Before FIFA's Roy Cotton in the 1970s. 


vee sGLA Med ek CHEN E LAL aLE ide 


Nr GROUND x 
_ Round 13 — 


OO te tate 
South Australia Division | 


CUMBERLAND aS 10.45am THE PARKS | 
MODBURY 4 9.00am THE PARKS | 


BLUE EAGLES cay 9.00am UNLEY RD | 


PARA GILLS _Vs WEST ADELAIDE 9:09am PARK B27 _ 


Adelaide City clinches the Minor Premiership for th 

1996/97 National Ye League. Witihonly 

two rounds to complete the \d away fixtures, the 
“Top was thrown open with Adelaide City dominating 

over their arch rivals West Adelaide. bg 


That reall and the titanic battie 


i ie Gy SASI and 
ee ae the ente! Itand s 


with an 
ist ‘an unde? manned Blue 


ent begging and 
oe ae 
SASI have 
~ could have stol 


sea the easier road home k likely to 
; { by the end of the minor round. 
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Wha Dares — Witt Wial 


| eee es 
this article after 


watching ~—Thommo’s 
part-time Ericsson Cup men 
totally outelassed by the full- 
time pros of South Africa in 
the Simba Cup last year. 

Watching the team now 
coached and picked by the 
Venables/Blanco duo, 
Tabouring to beat the part- 
timers of New Zealand, 
prompted the question again, 
bow long before we see full: 
time professional soocer here 
in Australia?” 

Full time professionalism is 
the critical spark which will 
ignite the Australian Soccer 
rocket and fire it into orbit 
alongside Aussie rules and 
rugby league. How long to go 
now before lift off? 

There is talk of Soccer 
Australia formulating a plan 
for all-clubs to turn 
professional within five years 
and failure to do so, will result 
in ‘expulsion’ so to speak. 

Bt rater than ete 
on a laborious process 
by the governing body, it will 
happen much quicker and 
more effectively if just one 
club can grasp the nettle and 
takes the plunge into Full time 
professionalism, 

One club which can get its 
backers behind it on this issue 
and announce boldly “we are 
now a full-time professional 
club and all our players are 
‘now on full-time contact.”. 

One club which puts its 
money where its mouth is and 
pays the players a decent wage 
which will necessitate those 
players to give up their jobs 
and concentrate their whole 
working life on training and 
honing their skills in the art of 
“real football’ 

Just like hundreds of 
thousands of professional 
footballers do all over the 
globe in every single continent 
~ except Oceania. 

‘That club will leave all the 
others behind, still in the 
starting stalls, which is where 
all. Australia’s clubs have been 
sitting forthe last twenty years 
since the bold move io create 
a National league was made. 

One club, that’s all it will 
take because the rest will 
follow. They will have to 


Tollow or else they will be left 
behind because one thing is 
certain, a fully professional 
club in the Ericsson Cup will 
very quickly dominate it. They 
will do this by quite simply 
attracting the best players 
from all over Australis. 

There is no question that 
over a period of time, a 
professional team will always 
do better than an amateur or 
even a semi-professional outfit 
and the unlimited possibilities 
are best illustrated from an 
article which I read back in 
1994, 


THE AJAX 
EXAMPLE 


Tt was about how the 
establishment of full-time 
professionalism transformed 
Dutch football almost 
overnight. Firstly through the 
first great Ajax Amsterdam 
side of the early 70's and then 
soon afterwards, the Dutch 
national team itself, turning 
Dutch football into a major 
world force. 

‘The London Times football 
correspondent Joe Lovejoy 
was desperately searching for 
reasons as to why English 
football had dectined so much 
following England's 
elimination from the 94 World 
Cup qualifiers, at the hands of 
Holland. 


Even now, it has to be 
remembered that the current 
booming success of the 
Premier League, is main 
down to foreign players like 
Cantona, Zola, Vialli, 
Ravanelli, Juninho, 
Bergkamp, Berger, Solskjaer 
ec, etc.etc, 


Lovejoy decided that the 
answer to the ‘ills’ of the 
English game lay just across 
the English Channell, in 
Holland! He wrote: 

“Less than 30 years ago 
Dutch football was part-time, 
their international teams an 
easy touch, A generation on, 
they have left England among 
others far behind both in 
achievement and in style of 
play...” 

Lovejoy went to 
Amsterdam to interview the 
‘architect of total football’, 


By HENRY WIZGIER 


‘Rinus Michels, This was the 
cosch who built the first great 
‘Ajax team which dominated 
European and World football 
in the early 70's, 

They won 3 European 
Champions Cups in a row in 
1971, 72 and 73 as well as the 
World Club Championship 
(Toyota Cup) in WB. quote 
from the great man himself. 

“The major change in our 
country (Holland) started 
When I became coach of Ajax 
in (965. When I joined them, 
Ajex were a semi-professional 
team and at no level was 
Dutch football playing a role 
of any importance 
internationally”. 

Perhaps those who who still 
underestimate the importance 
of professionalism with 
regards to the future of 
Australia soccer, should take 
nore of what Michels says 
next. 

“When T started, Ajax had 
only three training sessions a 
week. All were in the 
evenings because the players 
‘were working during the day. 

Becoming fully 
professional and changing to 
daily sessions under a good 
coach, made all the difference 
because players like Cruyff, 
Keizer and Suurbier were 
already there and they 
improved very quickly’: 

‘'ll say they did! Within 5 
years of becoming a fully- 
professional team Ajax 
reached the first of their six 
European Cup aa; Tosng 


to AC Milan in 1969. The Two Johan's: and Cruyff, of 1 ; 
saree Johan's: Neeskens and Cruyff, of the great 1970s Ajax and Dutch National Teams. 


of history, they formed the of professional clubs for some mediocre English Simple market forces will 
basis of the great Dutch GO GO thouboit ope who come iat Diviion out, itty - “Go te ty work’ for Sovtat 
national team which should GLORY! from smaller cities, exist on can eam the same by wearing Australia and get rid of any 
have won the World Cup in : smaller gates with a minimal the purple and orange of ethnic set-ups who still persist 
‘West Germany 74, but which ‘The moment is right! There amount of sponsorship. Glory. in clinging to their pre-historic 
according to many experts, 1s 8 club in the Australian afl Perth need is enough roa, b 
Jost the final through bein; jational League who are inancii ing “y'Te. "ynics may argue that a 
‘erconfident. ready to. go full-time away. They em steal amarch ~QNE BRAVE fill time pro league will not 
If that, is what going professional if only they can on all their other rivals. the player drain because 


professional can do toa club ind tbecourageto doit Pesth Glory can build 2 CLUB ious young Aussies will 
and small country in Europe, Jory are on a roll, truly professional team made always dream of playing for a 
then why should it net work Hey ae averaging well over up of the best players in ql? CMe old move, the Fist top Bropean cu, 

albeit on a smaller level here? 10,000 per home game, they Australia and possibly a few [254 the wey for others t ‘They are probably right that 

TThe first Australian club have the local media and foreign imports. follow cad iRey, will hare to. i Will not stop it, but it will 
which can find enough businesses behind them. They What Australian players fOOW and Mey. Wi RAVE 10 stow, i down sufficiently for 
backers to ensble it to go full- truly do represent the whole would need to go to Malaysia. “7 bart be éto the Australian National 
time pro will almost be ity of Perth and not merely if they can ply their trade 10 roy ney" clube aut because League to be still Teft with 
GUARANTEED to win the an ethnic tribe or some local the west of the Nulabor? they will just seu enough good players to 
eee SS Many young Aussie players down to their local State Provide us with a decent, 

ace literally hundreds will think ewice before signing {2 respectable football league. 
- : i , Just like it has done in 
 « Norway for instance. The list 
of Norwegians playing abroad 
is quite mind-boggling, yet 
this tiny country of only 5 
millions can sill produce top- 
class professional club tears 
like Rosenborg who only 
recently defeated AC Milan in 
the European Cup. 

‘Another Norwegian club 
Brann, haye made it to the 
Quarter Finals of the 
Buropean Cup Winners Cup, 
having KO'd another former 
European Champion Club, 
PSV Eindhoven along the 
way. 

Tt was exactly twenty years 
ago that Australian soccer 
made the daring move to 
create a National League, now 
known as the Eriesson Cup. 

Tt would bea iting time to 
see a club make the daring 
move into true, full time 
professionalism, 


SERMANNI 


ENDSICHAPTER 


utgoing National Coach 
Tom Sermanni steps 
vourd the plane bound for 
ipan tomorrow, closing his 
tapter of Australian 
‘omen’s Soccer, an era 
hich has seen fantastic 
‘ogress on all fronts. 

Australia’s inaugural full- 
te National Coach; 
srmanai took up the role in 
ily 1994. At the time, 
‘erything in women’s Soccer 
as undergoing rapid change, 
© sport transforming to a 
ore professional setup with 
¢ injection of goverument 
inding to support its new 
lympic status. 

‘Sermanni’s announcement 
st Novemeber came 
imewhat as a bombshell. He 
ad made the decision to 
snture to Japan with former 
occeroo chief Eddie 
homson as assistant coach 
xr J-League club Sanirecce 


ermanni in his last few days 
1 the position. “Particularly 
ecause of the players, and 
thers in the organisation. 
fter them giving that 
ommitment required, I feel 
keI'm walking out on it now 

like I'm letting people 
own.” 

Sermanni recalled the 
njoyment he has received 
vorking in women's football 
nd eager to give praise to 
tose around him. 

“| said to the players the 
ther day that it's rare you get 
2e opportunity to work in an 
rganisation totally in 


upport.’ 

“The Board, the admin 
laff, states, ITC coaches, 
port science staff — it’s just 
eco 2 _ tremendous 
nvironment of people all 
rorking together for the same 
nd. I think that’s the reason 
ie've been able to achieve a 
reat deal in a short space of 
ime. Tthas made my job a lot 
asier, and very enjoyable.” 

“The Board has allowed 
be decisions to set things up 
vhich has progressed the 
port a great deal, That's not 
‘een down to me — it's been 
he whole organisation. 
Taying good people in place 
the key thing.” 

“We've been sensibly 
rogressive, and made 
lecisions for the right reasons, 
‘or the success of the national 
eam program and’ the 
‘evelopment of the Sport with 
he ultimate aim of success in 
1000. We haven't had the 
vlitical divides of some other 
organisations. I think the 
3oard and staff have got to 
ake the credit for that.” 

“T believe it you have good 
seople in key positions, 
iriving in the same direction, 
you have a greater chance of 
success. It’s been a privilege 
for me to have been a part of 
it. Hopefully I've contributed 
something along the way.” 

Sermanni has been through 
a lot with the team — travelled 
the world, experienced = 
World Cup event, and been 
through all the ups and downs 
that go along with running a 
national team. But he was 
was unable to pinpoint one 
event as the highlight in 


women's soccer. 

“T suppose highlights are 
usually associated with 
results, bit I'm not a great one 
for things like that. The 
highlights for me is that we 
have our best sixteen who can 
be competitive with most 
teams in the world now. Then 
you look at the ITC players, 
the standard of the national 
league, the attitude of the 
national league players, and 
the focus of the national team 
players - i's not so much one 
thing, but everything as a 
whole.” 

On the other side of the 
coin, Sermanni’s reflections 
‘on the World Cup and the 
disappointment of not 
qual 'ying for the Olympic 

‘Games are not all bad. 

“[ was disappointed, but 
not devastated,” he explained. 
“Failing to do something, 
you've got to go away and 
‘analyse it I think realistically, 
at that stage of our 
development, we were not 
good enough. If we'd had a 
more favourable draw, maybe 
‘we could have qualified.” 

But if there can be 
positives to come out of it, it 
allowed us to set our goals for 
2000, regroup and refocus, 
We revised what we were 
doing and significant changes 
would not have been made as 
there would not have been the 
time to implement them. 
Really we were able to get 
ahead for 2000 a bit earlier 
than otherwise possible." 


Now one of the few 
coackes who has coached 
both male and female 
footballers at an elite level, 
the question was put to 
‘Sermanni of the differences 
between coaching the two. 
“There's no difference. The 
only thing is the females craye 
knowledge and feedback, 
specific feedback on their 
performance and how they're 
playing. They're more 
prepared to learn and listen - 
really like sponges I suppose, 

“But technically and 
tactically, and how I approach 
coaching and running the 
team, there's no difference 
whatsoever. What femeles 
don’t have, although It's 
getting better, is that inbred 
football knowledge. That's 
probably because a lot have 
rot played from such a young 
age as the men, but that’s 
changing now”. 

Now Sermanni moves into 
the domain of the fully 
professional men’s J-League, 
a new challenge and setup 
which he admits he knows 
litthe about. “I don’t know 
much about what it will be 
like at Sanfrecce. But the 
thing about sport, an 
opportunity like this, you 
can't tum down. I think it will 
benefit me as a coach, and 
when come back, Thopefully 
will be able to pass those 
benefits on. And hopefully 1 
can be involved in women’s 
‘soccer somewhere else,” 

Semanni goes in) not 


team of his players, apart 
from Tony — Popovic. 
Language is another barrier to 
be contended with. And then 


there's the shift in role, this 
time working as an assistant 
coach without the 
responsibility of big decision 
making, Sermanni has not 
worked With Thomson before, 
but says they have had a fairly 
close relationship over the 
years. The pair are on a two 
Year contract. 

With previous coaching 
experience in State Super 
League, National League and 
the AIS, Sermanni says he has 
never really had any 
ambitions as a coach, 
“Coaching is different - 
you're not really the master of 
your own destiny. T've been 
very fortunate in coaching. 
Firstly, I've always been 
employed, and secondly, the 
jobs I've held have given me 
1 variety of experiences: 

“My ambition was for the 
women’s team was to be 
competitive and to win an 
Olympic medal - they're the 
only two real goals I had long 
term, Now with this job, it’s 
to be successful in Japan, then 
V'Il see what happens. At 
some time, I'd like to be 
women’s National Coach 
again, I don’t know if I'll still 
feel that way later, or if they'll 
want me. The women's coach, 
the Olympic coach, and an 
‘overseas position are the jobs 
that would appeal to me. But 
it's not a buming ambition, if 
T don't get it life will not be 
terrible. Hopefully I'll 
continue to be lucky and be 
offered jobs.” 

Sermanni leaves the 
women's job at an important 
stage of development, with 


the team showing good 
promise, and just two short 
years to go before the World 
Cup, a fact which no doubt 
made his decision that much 
harder, Despite his departure, 
he holds clear ideas of the 
direction the team should 
take. 


“There’s a really exciting 

riod ahead wth the Olympic 
and World Cup focus. With 
the plans in place, the next 
three years will be very full 
and exciting. I've had to leave 
that, but the hardest thing to 
leave is the players - their 
dedication has been 
tremendous, Nothing would 
be achieved unless the players 
believed in it. We're not 
blessed with inordinate 
numbers, but the group is 
strong and ever growing. This 
group of players not only 
realises what it takes, they 
now have the determination to 
achieve it, We've gone that 
next step.” 

“The need is there for 
continual improvement, for 
learning the game, 16 gain that 
awareness and the ability to 
think as a footballer, We're 
‘trying to cram ten or twelve 
‘years of experience into two 
years, We've gone from a 
level of having great deal of 
insight to competing at the 
highest levels, It boils down 
to watching football to help 
improve knowledge and 
awareness, We're reaching 
the stage where the ITCs and 
academies need to play in 
‘male competitions to increase 
the level of intensity, some 
are doing that, butit must be a 
‘more frequent practice, 


e secret is out. 
Plastered in many of 


newspapers last 
(although some erroneously 
quoted the role as an AIS 
job), the name of Soccer 
great Frank Farina was 
revealed as the Iikely 
Tom Sermanni 
in the position of National 
Coach. 
But despite confident 
rumours the signature would 
be on the dotted line and the 
big announcement made 
during the week, the women’s 
Soccer community has had to 
wait a litle longer for Farina’s 
decision on what would be a 
tremendous coup for the sport. 

Farina is heralded as one of 
the greatest players in the 
history of Australian Soccer, 
The skilful striker represented 
his country with distinction 
and enjoyed a highly 
successful career in the 
National Soccer League in the 
1980s. 

Progressing to the heights 
of European club football, 
Farina made his mark in the 
top leagues of Belgium, Italy 
and France. His achievements 
overseas are widely 
considered to have 
significantly paved the way 
for the many Australians who 
have since gone on to play 
professionally in Europe. 

Farina retuned to Australia 
in 1995 to play out his career 
at home, and signed up with 
Brisbane Strikers, Now 
player/coach of the Ericsson 
Cup outfit, he has made an 
instant impact in bis first big 
coaching assignment, leading 
the club to currently si 
second position. 

Farina has always remained 
loyal to the green and gold, 
and on his return, made it 
koown his desire to put 
something back into the game 
in Australia, either in 
coaching or administration. 

‘Now all the signs show that 
coaching is his calling. 
Fingers crossed that Farina’s 
brilliant career is about to 
reiain that international 
flavour with the status of 
Australian Coach, 


WSA has advertised the 
position of High 
Performance Manager, soon 
to be vacated by Peter Hugg 
as he moves into his key 
position at the Sydney 
Olympic Games office. 
‘The new HPM will take on 
a greater role at women's 
soccer headquarters, as Huge. 
had jointly held the position 
for both AWSA and Soccer 
Australia, Now AWSA has 
received funding from the 
Australian Sports 
‘Commission to recruit its own 
pessoa. 


‘Australlan Women's Soccer 
Supremo. 


- aot women’s 
off omouow. AWSA i keeg "Obviously we would like 
towrap up the deal, Sermanni it to be a positive answer,” he 
held further discussions with said in anticipation of Farina’s 
Farina over the weekend, — final choice. “I think it would 
receiving from him the be a good stepping stone to 
assurance his decision would bigger and better things at this 
be made before Wednesday. stage of his career. Obviously 
Sermanni fully supports the it woold be great for us, and 
appointment, from both — also benefit him.” 
Farina’s point of view and 


The HPM is a relatively 
new position in Australizn Candidates for the position 
sport, created to take the sport should at least be experienced 
to the next professional level sports administrators, with a 
in the search for Olympic strong understanding of the 
medals in Sydney 2000. Australian sports system, a 

‘The HPM is responsible for working knowledge of elite 
managing the High _ athletes and their needs, team 
Performance Program, thal workers with good 
being the training and management and 
competition programs of the communication skills, 
National Team, He/she is aso The advertisement 
responsible for the appeared in last weekend's 
coordination of associatzd ‘The Australian’, and the 
athlete services, maintenance sucessful applicant will be 
of clite program budgets, and based in Canberra. 
liaison with. government 
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SOUTH AMERICA © = 


— ComPiLep sy ane GuGRi Sy ee - 


DRAW NO 
HINDRANCE 


HISTORY 
MADE IN 
MONTEVIDEO 


= “Wn the 183 encounters ‘©The traditional Vina del 
though they drew . ‘ Detween the wo nations, Mar Cup will be played at the 
9, Argentina an Uruguay and Argentina famous Chilean tourist resort 
- AUroguay are in joint played their very first world at the end of this month, with 
third place after their cup qualifiying match. the participation of local 
= —] | | meeting at Montevideo's roaaitson Colo Calo, Evertta 
PERU2CHILE1 — Nobollan (Valiente 63), | | Centenario Stadium, behind . %© Brilliant Uruguayan _ of Valpartiso, Saint Gallen of 
Played: National Stadium Urdaneta, Castellanos | | the second placed Paraguay ash Pablo Bengoechea will miss Switzerland and Denmark’s 
in Lima, Pera (Tizamos 46), Savarese, Paez | | and leader Colombia, * the match against Ecuador Copenhagen. Everton will be 
rowd: 40, 000 PARAGUAY: Ruiz Diaz, In the context of Bolivia's after accumulating two providing the Stadiom for the 
PERU: Miranda, Solano, Arce, Gamarra, Saravia, | | 2-0 victory over Ecuedor and yellow cards. tournament . 
Jose Soto, Reyneso, Olivares, Alcaraz, Struway, Enciso, | | Chile's 2-1 defeat of Peru, 
Serrano, Jayo, Palacios, Acuna, Cohener (Ferreira 53), | | both coaches, Passarella of "Jose Pedro Damiani has “7-Paraguayan striker 
"Maldonado (Pereda 46), Miguel Benitez, (Meza 80), Argentina and Abuchtain of been elected the fourth Hugo Brizuela will continue 
Mestri (Jorge Soto 75), Aristides Rogas (Baez 69) Umguay, were happy with the consecutive time as president his career with Chilean team 
Sulinho (Canty 75), Goals: result. The River Plate derby of Uruguayan giants Penarol.  Audax Tialiano. He signed a 
CHILE: Tapia, Castaneda, _ PARAGUAY: Benitez (6) | | was an intense affair , with the contract that will link him 
Juan Gonzalez, Reyes, Enciso (61) Unuguayans closer to ’ ©The new look Boca with the club for the next four 
Miranda, Musrri (Riveros 53), BOLIVIA2 collecting the two points than Juniors, under the guidance of years. 
Mora, Cornejo, Rozental ECUADOR O Argentina, While Francescol, (i coach Hector Veirra, lost 3-1 
(Contreras 80), Zamorano, prayed: Hernan Silez | | Abreu and Recoba missed five | against Brazilian side Sao _ “Universidad Catolica of, 
Vergatra (Pedro Gonzales 63). suare-Stadium, La Paz in | |clear chances for the [p Paulo, in a friendly Chile has signed Argentine 
coals: Bolivia s TinigoavanagiAcgectical sere international played st Sao — strikers Acosta and Bissconti, 
PERU: Maestri (16), Crowd: 50, 000 reareletaal caliosftwoiganl SH) Paulo's Morumbi Stadium, both from Japanese J-league 
Palacious (34) BOLIVIA: Trucco, | | attempts, from Batismuta and The Boce tesm was: Guzman, club Yokohama Marinos, 


CHILE: Zamorano (87) Toresani, Traverso, Lorenzo, Acosta played for Cztolica 

: Matellan, Cagna, Dollberg, before his stint in Ja 
Sava, Pompei, Lavatore and club will participate this week 
Rambert. Former Boca keeper in a four team competition to 
Carlos Navareo Montoya has be held in Miami. The other 
been transferred to Spanish teams to play are Olimpia of 
club Extremadura. Boca have Honduras, Sporting Cristal of 
since released defender Peru and Atletico Nacional of 
Alejandro Traverso. Colorabia 


Sabot Cuaie bane | | om 
a anc] ristaldo, ivieso 
PERU: Serrano, Mestri, (Melgar 70 ), Soria, Castillo, 
eee (Gutierrrez 65) Etcheverry, 
CHILE: Musti, Mora, Moreno (Ramalio 15) 
ECUADOR: Morales, 
Rivera, Montano, Tenorio, 
Quinonez, Carabaldi, Hurtado, 
Aquinaga, De ta Cruz, (De 
PARAGUAY 2 Souza 46), Chala, Fernandez 
Played: Guilermo Soto (Hurtado 45)) 
Stadum, Merida in Venezuala : 
Crowd: 11,000 BOLIVIA: Moreno (7) 
VENEZUELA: Dudamel, — Etchevery (12) 
Vallenilla,  Echenique, Red Cards:. 
Medina, McIntosh, Ramos, ECUADOR: Carabali 


so 


-2owo 


- WORLD CUP 
QUALIFIERS — 
NEXT ROUND 


The games between Ecuador and Uruguay, Argentina and 
Colombia and Peru versus Paraguay will be crucial for all of 
the teams involved in their search for a berth in France ‘98, 

The Uruguayans have a good record against the Ecuadoreans 
in Quito, but Argentina will be up against a formidable and 
unbeaten Colombian team in the heat of Barranquilla, while 
the Bolivians will be favourites to win in the altitude of La Paz. 

Meanwhile, Paraguay will haye difficult opposition from a 
Peruvian side in very high spirtis after their victory over arch 
rival Chile in the “Pacific” derby. 

The final round of the games for the South American World 
Cup qualifying rounds on February 12 are as follows: — 


ECUADOR V URUGUAY in Quito 
COLOMBIA V ARGENTINA in Barranquilla 
PARAGUAY V PERU in Asuncion 
BOLIVIA V CHILE in La Paz 

BYE: VENEZUALA 
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‘020 Havelange acknowledged last week 
there was too much professional soccer 
being played in the world but the FIFA 

boss sald his organisation could do little 

about it, “T agree that there is an excess of 
ge, who became 

president of soccer’s governing body in 1974 


games,” said Havel 
and reconfirmed 
that he will retire 
when his mandate 
jires in 1998, 
But he adde 
“Everyone,players, 
directors, doctors, 
coaching staff want 
to make money and 
for that to happen, 
they have to play.” 
Havelange 
that there was little 
FIFA could do to 
remedy the 


problem as it had no control over fixture lists 
drawn up by national and continental 
federations, Speaking to foreign media based in 
Brazil, Havelange spent the best part of a 90- 
ing a glowing tribute to 

his own administration. “When { came to 
ised only two comy 

every four years, the World Cup and the 
Olympic fool tumament.” be said, “Tosy 


minute conference paying 


power, FIFA organised 


‘$US1 mullion per, 


‘we have 11 competitions every four years. At 
te 1 Na i 

own flights, accomodation, living expenses and 
local transport. Today, FIFA pays all this for 
He puatori eg Sater 


phe eas had wo pay tr 


Me suid hat daring his ime, the sport had 


become a major 
industry. “General 
Motors makes $170 
billion a year. In the 
same period, football 
moves $250 billion, 1 
think T have reached 
my limit" 
Havelange, 
also took credit for 
way 
taken off in Afica 
“When J arrived at 
FIFA, African 


football didn’t exist. Today, there are not 


petitions said: 


to stop.” 


dozens but hundreds of Africans playing in 

. Aftica has the athletic ability but they 

need more organisation. You need backup t0 

puta team on the field.” 

OF his decision to retire, Havelange, who 
remained neutral on any potential 

“It’s easy in life to start something. It's 

much more difficult to decide the right moment 


NANTES 
LOSE IN CUP 


Havre crashed out of 
the French Cup joining 
Monaco as first round 
Vietims of glant-killing 
teams from the lower | 
ivisions, 

Nantes, eliminated ten 
days ago from the 
League Cup by a second 
division side after going 
17 matches unbeaten, 


V4 


FRANCE 93 


First division leader 
Monaco was upset [-0 at 
second division Laval. 
Cup holder Auxere had 
no trouble beating the 
amateurs of _ minor 
league side Vervins 6-0. 

Bordeaux needed 
extra time to overcome 
fourth division Brive. 
Level 1-1 after 90 
minutes, Bordeaux 


went down 2-1 after 
extra time at third division 
Vitrolles. 

Nancy and Le Havre both 


ACM amet 
media reports last 
‘week that the club had made 


illegal payments to some of 
its star players in exchange 
for the rights to-use their 
images for marketing 
purposes. 

Ttalian media reported that 
magistrates trying Milan 
owner and former prime 
minister Silvio Berlusconi for 
alleged graft had obtained 
documents which appeared to 
detail the payments to top 
players, 

The reports said the 
documents were obtained by 
magistratés\who were trying 
Berlusconi for his role in an 
alleged illegal payment of 


fell to second division 
opposition, respectively 3-1 
after extra time at Sochaux 


Milan accused of 
illegal payments 


$A8.4 million to former 
premier Bettino Craxi through 
an off-shore company linked 
to his Fininyest business 


empire 
Milan managing director 


allegations were ridiculous. 

“The real problem is that a 
club like Milan is always in 
the news, whatever story is 
being told, and for the press 
this story is just too tasty,” he 
said, adding: “Milan have 
always made legal payments.” 

Most Italian newspapers 
said today that the documents 
detailed a list of leading Milan 
players, whose; names: were 
written in code, with a US 
dollar figure written next to 


settled the issue with 
goals by Kaba Diawara and 
‘veteran Jean-Pierre Pa; 

win 31. 


them. 

The money was allegedly 
paid under the table to the 
players for the rights to use 
their images for marketing 

ses. 

Players named by the 
papers included captain 
Franco Baresi, Italy captain 
Paolo Maldini, Montenegrin 
Dejan Savicevic, former 
Milan player Jean-Pierre 
Papin of France, Italy’s 
Stefano Eranio and former 
Milan winger Gianluigi 
Lentici, now with Atalanta, 

Milan's former trio of 
Dutch stars - Ruud Gullit, 
Frank Rijkaard and Marco. 
‘Van Basten - were also said to 
be on the list, 


The following 


groups of four teams in each 
decisions have been 
made: 


country. In the next round, 
four teams which have 
played in Korea will move to 
Japan to play, and vice versa. 
The same principle of 
rotation will apply to the 
subsequent stages as well. 
Thus there will be a total of 


| 
2. There will be one 
World Cup emblemn but 


‘each country may produce its 32 matches in each country. 
vores mS "5. Each country may use 

3, Korea and Japan will 0 fewer than six stadia and 
each have its own local 20 more than ten. 


6. The opening match will 
comprising the number of be played in Korea and the 
members considered final in Japan. 
appropriate, but __7. The prelimimary group 
responsibility for draw will be held in Japan 
organisation will remain with and the final group draw to 
FIFA by means of the beheldin Korea, 
Coordination Committee 8. Korea will organise the 
headed by FIFA, to which 2002 FIFA. Ce 
Korea and Japan may each 9» ‘The coordination 
uptoten members. centre for the two 
4, The World Cup format International Broadcasting 
will remain unchanged, that Centres will be located in 
is, with 32 finalist teams and 
64 matches. The first round 
will be contested among four 


commitice 


"G0. Both countries will 
qualify automatically for the 
2002 FIFA World Cup. 


features of a Hall of 
Fame, with the 
greatest names in 
football inducted 
annually, but also a 
wide range of 
futuristic inter-active 
and _ educational 
attractions on 3 
football theme, 
designed to appeal to 


ihe Internat- 

ional Foothall 
Hall of Champions, 
unique new 
project which has 
the support of 
FIFA, is to be 
located 
Disneyland vais. 
The announcement 
of the location for 
the construction of fans of all ages. 

ISEC and FIFA 


the Hall was made 
by International EO fave agrecd thatthe 
Sports and Hall should be located 


Entert ae in the Paris region not 
Concepts only because of the 1998 
ed in, tina, USA, « FIFA*World ‘Cup?and the fact 
ied agreement that FIFA was founded in the 
ah ee Disney SCA to French capital in 1904, but 
become a major independent — also because of its location 
attraction at the new Disney and year round appeal to 
Village complex at Marne la tourists from all over the 
Vallee, 30 kilometres east of ~ world. Disneyland Paris has 
Pais. siesta and ral links with 
The International Football all parts of Europe and attracts 
Hall of Champions is due to are 12.million visitors 
open in early 1998, It will unnually. 


include not only the customary 


Crosses ward 
off evil 


presented to the rockets from 
South Africa at a FIFA gala 
ceremony in Lisbon on 20 
January. Fish, Doctor 
Khumalo, Tovey &Co. 
captured’ the title of 
continental champions in their 
own country, having been 

only twice in thirteen 
matches, improved their 
ranking from 40th at the end 
of last year to: 19th this year 
and are currently the best 
African team ahead of Zambia 
(20th, up 5)). It is thus the 
turn of the — fourth 
confederation to grab the 
limelight with Colombia, 
Croatia and Jamaica having 


| the third time 
running, the world 
champions have captured 
the FIFA Coca-Cola World 
Ranking “Team of the 
Year” fitle awarded by 
FIFA. 


They have managed this 
largely on the strength of their 
powerhouse performance in 
the CONCACAF Gold Cup 
(in which the Brazilians did 
not lose until the final against 
Mexico — their one and only 
defeat of the year) and thanks 
to an unflinching record in 
friendlies away from home. 
European champions 
Germany have held their 
place while 

to close the gap 

between them and the 
Brazilians by half, France, the 
hosts of the next World Cup, 
have nestled into the third 


Colombia have crept into 

fourth place and the Czech 

Republic into fifth, two teams 

which were nowhere to be 

spot. seen in the top ten at the end 
The prize for the “Best of last year. 

Mover of the Year” will be 


Asia on 
Internet 


own page, AFC 
NET, on the 
worldwide web, 

Inquisitive 
soceer surfers have 
access to detailed 
information on 
Asian football and 
especially Asian 
competitons under 
the following 
address: http:/www.asian-football.com. 

Other official home pages that can be consulted yia, for 
instance, FIFA ON-LINE, are those belonging ito the 
associations of US Soccer, Canada, Costa Rica, Finland, 
‘Tamaicg, Spain.and Australia,» 
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GROUND: 

ADDRESS: 

RAILWAY STATION: 
FOUNDED: 

ADMITTED TO LEAGUE: 
GROUND CAPCITY: 
SEATS: 

PITCH SIZE: - 

LARGEST GATE: 


Links Park Stadium. 
Wellington Street, Montrose DD10 8QD 
Montrose Western Road 

7 


113yd x 70 yd 
8,983 v Dundee Scottish Cup 3rd Round 17 Mar 
973 


197: 
12-0-v Valle of Leithen Scottish Cup 2nd Round 4 
Jon 1975 

0-13 v Aberdeen 17 Mar 1951 

Gable Endies 

Royal Blue with white sleeves 

League: 

Second Division: 1984-95 


HISTORY: In November 1879 the club played its first game at the Links, also 
known at that time as “Metally”. The club amalgamated with Montrose United 
and moved to Doward House, whose walls were one side of the ground, 
Canvas sheeting was rigged up on the other side and the club shared the 
ground with the local curling club. The second Links Park was rented from 
Montrose Old Church and was opened in 1887 with a game against 
Caledonia Rangers of Perth. 

Links Park was also hired out for other uses including circuses, womens 
football and livestock grazing. During the First World War the ground was 
taken over by the army, In 1920 Montrose were so badly off they borrowed 
goal nets from a local junior team. 

No great changes occurred right through until the 1960s when things did 
improve at the ground. Today the club is trying 1o fight its way out of the 
basement league in Scotland. 


BIGGEST WIN: 
HEAVIEST DEFEAT 
NICKNAME: 


COLOURS: 
HONOURS: 


Foam 


Aeproducion ofa pang inthe FFA calecon probaly executed nthe ery Th 
century, . ; 


AKL £ 


Weird and Wonderful 


BY STUART JONES 


1393-99 


Aston Villa regained the first division title yet again, despite a strong challenge from Liverpool. But the Birmingham club 
outlasted the Merseysiders and took out the ttle by two points, remaining undefeated at home all season. They suffered away from 
home though, and scored only 18 goals. 

A the bottom, Sheffield Wednesday and Bolton Wanderers ended up in the last two spots. From this season these places were 
GEL NE 1 Be avoided than previously as it was now a straight two up wo down with no Test Matches. Wednesday end 
Wanderers were to be replaced the text season by Manchester City, winners of Division Two, and new boys Glossop North End, 
‘one of four teams elected into the expanded Football League. 

The other clubs were Barnsley, New Brighton Tower, und Burslem Port Vale (sgain!). Glossop did a great job going up on their 
first attempt but they were not expected to do well, In fact of the new boys only New Brighton Tower were expected to be 
promoted They had been formed as winlet entertainment forthe summer resort town and hod heaps of money behind them. 

jecause of their playing staf they were dubbed “The team of internationals” and yet they missed promotion by three points. 

Darwen finished bottom of Division Two with only 2 wins and 5 draws all season, and only 1 point from that on their travels. 

After playing the test matches the previous season and losing them the expansion had meant both Stoke and Blackburn stayed in 
Division One this Yeason. 

After 3 games against Liverpool, Sheffield United finally progressed to the FA Cup Final after the fourth game when they won 
1-0, The third game saw the match abandoned with Liverpool leading 1-0 after the crowd encroached onto the field, Derby 
defeated Stoke 3-1 to make their second successive final. = 

The Crystal Palace held 73,833 for this game, a crowd that had come to see the gallant Blades who had made it through a draw 
that was tough for the best of teams. They had played Bumley, Preston NE, Nottingham F and Liverpool and now faved Derby in 
the final. Compare that to Derby's run of Woolwich Arsenal, Wolves, Southampton, and Stoke, 

At halftime Derby were ahead one goal to nil. In the second half goals from Bennett, Beers, Almond and Priest saw Sheffield 
United take out a memorable FA Cup Final 

Southampton moved into the Dell to play their Southern League games and won yet another first division title, For the third 
successive season a newly promoted side finished bottom. The Test matches saw Cowes beating Royal Artillery and new boys 
Thames Ironworks also going up. Arillery were expelled from the League and instead another club — Portsmouth, were formed. 

For one season the second division was spit ito a London and South west section. 

In Scodand Rangers were champions with 36 points with Hearts (26) and Celtic (24) behind them. In the Scottish FA Cup Final 


|| Celtic defeated Rangers 2-0 to prevent their big rivals from doing the Scottish double, 


Belgium —FC Ligeois 

Holland ~ RAP Amsterdam (Cup winners RAP Amsterdam) 
Italy ~ Genoa (Runners up Internazionale Torino) 
Sweden ~ Orgryte IS 

‘Switzerland ~ Anglo American 
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Piran 


Newcastle 
new 

manager said his aim for the 
club was to bring it long- 
overdue success, but would 
not commit himself to 
bringing the title back fo St 
James’ Park this season, 

Speaking at a hastily- 
arranged news conference to 
announce his appointment, 
Dalglish was asked whether 
the title was a realistic target 
for this season, “If you set 
targets and you don’t reach 
them that can be seen as a 
failure," said the man who has 
succeeded Kevin Kéegan who 
left 

Neweastle six days ago 
Then, smiling broadly, he 
added, "but we've got a much 
better chance than many other 
teams.” 

The former Liverpool and 
Blackburn manager said he 


couldn't 

refuse the job. “I'm really 
looking forward to it, 
Newcastle are a huge club, 
Kevin did a superb job in the 
five years he was here and it 
is not the kind of job that 
‘comes along every day. Kevin 
has left a great foundation for 
me to build on.” 

Newcastle chairman Sir 
John Hall, who was believed 
to favour Bohby Robson over 
Dalglish, warmly welcomed 
Dalglish and said: "T would 
like fo place on record my and 
my board's sincere thanks to 
Kevin Keegan for five 
wonderful years. To move 
forward to the new 
millennium we need « new 
manager to take us there and T 
am delighted to welcome 
Kenny Dalglish. Tam certain 
with his record he will de 
wonders at this club, a club 
with great expectations.” 


Kenny Dalglish: Gane achieve the record of three 
Premier league Championships? 


Betting| 
on the 
future 


man has placed one of 

he most peculiar bets 
ever taken by British 
bookmaking agency 
William Hill, Steve 
Caldicott, of Birmingham, 
has had a $A43 bet that his 
son, now 3-1/2 months old, 
will score a goal for 
England in the World Cup 
Final of 2018, 

In 2018, his son Jack will 
be 21 years old, William Fill 
spokesman Graham Sharpe 
says the bookies gave him 
odds of 50,000-1, meaning 
he'll win’ $A2.15 million if 
his son comes through 
Sharpe says many parents 
back their children to achieve 
sporting prominence, but he 
says this bet is the most 
adventurous of its type that 
the agency has ever taken. 


~~ DISRESPECTFUL 
FANS BEING BANNED 


bout 20 Aberdeen fans, branded 
jorons after disrupting a minute silence 
in memory of former Rangers and 
Scotland star George Young , are 
facing life bans from the club, 
It’s understood the club will 
identify the culprits, 
believed to be 15-20 
members of the infamous: 
‘Casuals’ group , after 


they were fingered by true 
fans, outraged at their 


behaviour befo: 
Aberdeen's league clash\, 
with Rangers at Ibrox om 
Sunday, The Dons’ chairman 
Tan Donald revealed the club hed 
received a “tremendous response” from 
fans eager to pinpoint the troublemakers 
‘The group sparked fury when they started 
chanting during the silent tribute. ‘The small 


group in the Aberdeen section of the ground 
sang songs which centred on the Tbrox Disaster 
in 1971 in which 66 people died, Mr 
Donald said: “A number of 
names have been put forward 
to us and these are currently 
being checked out, in 
addition, our security 
people have been 
scanning Video footage 
from the game and we 
are confident we will 
soon be in a position to 
identify the culp 
The club has aircady 
pledged to hand out life bans 
at Pittodrie to anyone found 
responsible for the incident and to 
prevent them receiving tickets to away 
matches, 


Grob 


Goat Bruce Grobbelaar, 
‘standing trial accused of fixing 
matches, was left out of Plymouth’s 
second seg outing at Peterborough 
on Saturday 

England Schoolboys international 
James Dungey has deputised for 
Grobbelaar for the past two matches and 
kept his place against Peterborough. 


laar left out 


After spending the week listening to 
the prosecution outline its case against 
him at Winchester Crown Court, 
Grobbelaar joined up with his Plymouth 
team-mates prior to the game, 

The 39-year-old former Liverpool star 
took part in a light morning workout 
with the rest of the squad before being 
left out. 


Fans salute 
appointment 


epee Bg Witney ie Oars acts Win that), sive 
premier league club Universidade Catolica in championship. “He will 
Newcastle came out in Chile, certainly give us more of @ 


favour of the appointment of 
Kenny Dalglish as manager. 
He fills the vacancy left 


John Regan, secretary of 
Newcastle's Independent 
Supporters’ Club; the man 


citing edge, his presence will 
boost the players, the 
coaching staff and the fans, 


when Kevin Keegan who said Keegan leaving The message to Manchester 
resigned in sensational Newcastle felt worse than the United is: Watch out, we're 
circumstances Tast Queen dying, proclaimed: going for the title again.” 
Wednesday. “Now it's long live the king. Tt wamed Regan 


The 45-year-old Dalglish 
quit his job as Blackburn's 
Director of Football in 
September. Following this he 
was appointed Chief Scout for 
Rangers Football Club late 
last year,and appeared to be 
satisfied with this position, a 
job that took him around the 
World.in search of talent. As a 
result, Sebastian Rozental 


will be a difficult job 
following Keegan, but 
Dalglish did it before at 
Liverpool and he'll’ do a 
fantastic job at St James’ Park. 
One thing is certain, he will 
get 100 percent backing from 
the supporters.” The feeling 
on Tyneside is that Dalglish 
could provide the last piece in 
the jigsaw puzzle needed to 


~ SILLY BORO 
‘LOSE POINTS 


e English premier 

league docked struggling 
Middlesbrough three points 
today for failing to play a 
scheduled match against 
Blackburn Rovers in 
| December. 

After a five-hour hearing 
with Middlesbrough manager 
Bryan Robson, the league’s 
disciplinary panel said the 
club “did not have just cause 
for unilaterally calling off the 
match.” 

‘They deducted three points, 
leaving the north eastern club 

languishing four points 
adrift of Southampton at the 
bottom of the table and fined 
them A$108,000. 

‘An obviously unhappy 
Robson left the hearing 
without commenting, pushing 
his way through a posse of 
Teporters into a Waiting taxi, 

The league said the club 


Regan dismissed charges 
that the brilliant Scot. was a 
quitter after walking out on 
Liverpool and Blackburn, “He 
spent six years as manager at 
Anfield and four at Ewood 
Park and it's clear that his 
batteries have been recharged. 
He is a proven winner.” 


compensation for Blackburn 
would be considered late. 
The December 21 match 
was not played afer Robson 
reported 23 of his professional 


_— 
“Bryan Robson: Is his position in. rosy after the 


phiyers were either il with flu Hep aan 

orinjured, newspaper interview, more,” the Italian told 
‘The league said the fixture Ravanelli, disillusioned with Gazzetta dello Sport. “What 

‘would be re-scheduled. 


can I do? We are tail enders 
we have tardly any hopes of 
salvation and they give us 
three days off?” 

Robson's latest signing is 
former Inter Milan defender 
Gianluca Festa who arrived 
today to complete a Stg2.7 
million-  $A5.84million 
transfer, 


recent events, described the 
situation at Middlesbrough 3s 
truly tragic and criticised 
Robson's handling of the 


Middlesbrough has had a 
wretched run in the league, 
winning only four of its 22 
games this season, despite 
spending lavishly in recent 
years on foreign imports such 
as Emerson and Juninho of 
Brazil and former Juventus 
striker Fabrizio Ravanelli 
Earlier today in an Italian 


at. 

He said Robson should 

not have given the players 

time off at Christmas when 

the club was performing so 
badly. 

T can’t even get angry any 


E 


Detailed updates of all games direct from London 


rz 0055 5 2200 


with John Boughtwood from 6.50am 


In Pho-75c/min. Higher mobiles & payphones 
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